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Tothe Reader, 


Courreous Reader , 
PPE the Inhabitants of Beere and King- 
ſtone 7» the County of Dorict , who have 
lued under the, Rich Dropptngs, Plentiful - 
Soul-ſearching, Enlivening and Refreſhing Dews of Hea- 
wen, which HE who promiſed to be as the Dew unto Iſrael, Hoſ. 14 5. 
hath conveyed to us , by one of bis Eminent Faubful 
Meſſengers of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chrift , tha for many 
years among {t us hath endeatoured ( as the Apoſile ſpeaks As 10. 
of himſelf } to be pure from the blood of all men , and to de-*©*7 
clare All, and Onely the Gounſels of God : And was 1n- 
ſtant tn Seaſon, and out of Seaſon , dil:gent in the work of 
the Lord , according as the ſame Apoſile doth firily exhort 
unto, taking heed to himſelf, and to the flock , over theSee + 
wbich the Holy Ghoſt made vim Overicer; And _ apy 4+ 
whom we can truly ſay, ( and to which many can bear nit- * 
neſſe ) that be was, and is, an example of the Beltevers , 11; 
word, tn Converſation, in Charity., tw Spirit, an Faith, tn i Tim, 4 
Purity, His Life end Copterſgtion adorns bis Profeſs1on, 1% 
ard DoRrine; And baving received much Benefit and 
Comfortby bis Miniſtry , hate endeatoured to Communt- 
cate to thee, ſome of thoſe Spiritual aduantages, and Corſo 
lations, we have enjoyed, through the. Bleſ$ir:g of Ged, uper: 
his diligent and faithful Labours, in his lait pub'ich Exer. 
ciſe , which be deliterod among # us, wiſhing the like Be. 
nefit and Comfort to thee, and mare alſo, than wehave had, 
Becauſe of our Non-improvement of ſuch choice Mercies, 
nd rich Priviledges, which we have ſufficient cauſe to be 
Humbled for; And contizually to lament that we are xcw 
deprited of them, by bis removal from us. 
And bad thes following diſcourſe been ſet (orth to pub- 
A 2 | lick 


- >» —_— 
——— -— Ly 
Fs as: wilt ad. "OHA. erg ormat. 


Tothe Reader. 


lick View by the Aughor ht ( whoſe y would co 
ceal his worthy Lavin hs « $5 ne more large aud 


perfeR, and ſo render'd mare acceptable. We muſt there- 
fore deſire thee ( Chriſtian Keader ) with 8 charuuable Cen- 
ſure, to cover over terbal or literal miſtakes, and in Love 
to CorreR with thy pen, what may be found _ by thee, 111 
this following Treatiſe, wherein are containe \\Fbir of 
che moſt weighty concernment,and which are Exceed- 
ing uſeful at all times,for Edification and Iftru#ion to All, 
and will Adminifter matter of ſufficient Comfort under 
any Coxditton tothem that baye the Special Abode of (; 1 
and Chit nith them, 

ren Loxd Jeſus Chriſt by his Spirit; lead thee tn:tv al 
Truth. ; 


So Prayes 
Thine in Chriit. 
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? JOHN XIV. XX1II 


Jeſus anſwered, and ſaid antohim; If amanlote me, 
be will keep my words ;, and my Faiber will love bim , and 
we will come untohim , an1 make our Abode with bim, 


HE Departure of Jeſus Chrift unto his, Father , 
trom whoſe bolome he came into the World, was 
very ſadly reſented by his Diſciples ; whoſe mixc 
pathons produce a very great difturbance ; and 
trouble upon their Spirits. | 
The inward Anxiety, and unconcealed oriet of the Diſci- 
ples 5 move the Bowels of their more affectionate Lord , 
co pitty their caſe, and provide for their relief, and gives 
them inftru&ions how to exprefle their love unto him in his 
abſence , not ſo much in carrying bluber'd eyes, and heavy 
hearts z as by remembring , and obſerving the Conncels, 
and Inſtructions that he had given to them , while he was 
preſent with chem ; So that this whole Chapter is fill'd up 
with Counſels, and Comforts , Directions , and 'Conlola- 


LIONS. 
Firſt, Dire&ions and Connſels, eſpecially in the 1, 19 


15. verſes. = 


Firſt, Tothe exerciſe of Faith , veyſe I. Te believe in x Buichy 


God, believe alfo in me. And this is the life , even a life of 


Faith, which we muſt live, tl we come to che —_ 
0 
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of Chriſt , by which we fetch comforts inall troubles , and 
ſtrenosth againſt all tentations from Jeſws Chriſt,” * .* 

3. Prayer. Secondly, To the duty of Prayer,verſ.1 3.which is the pro- 
per duty of an afflied. State, as Fam. 5. 13. [1 any afflicted? 
(et hi - pray, \ Byiprayer tlie Soul empries bif gdmplaines 
into Geds boſome , and finds caſe, by telling him of all te 
rrouble and grief that attends his ſtate z Prayer hath char 
Divine excellency , that like a Heavenly Charm, it ſpeaks 
away trouble, and ſpeaks in comfort ; as 'tis ſaid of Hannah 
i Sam. 1, 18. She prayed, and wert away, aud-did ear; ned ber 
Countenance was no more ſad ; And thus our prayers alwayes 
{peed , when they be made by the help of the Spirit, and 
offered upto God in the name of Chriſt, 13, 14. verſes. 
Whatſoever you ſhall ak the Father in my name , that you ſhall 


receives 
3. Obed:- Thirdly, To Obedience , in the 1 5 ver/. todothe work 
ence. commirted to them; /f yee love me, keep my Commandements. 


You cannot better expreſle your Jove to me, then in keep- 
ing my words ; Nor is there a more certain way for men 
3 Pre. 17.t0 find comfort, than this ; by keeping his Commands, tor 
then, though they cannot enjoy his perſon , yet they Jhall 
not miſle his promiſe. 
Secondly , The Conſolations which he gives them in the 
2 verſ. &c.the 16 verſ. &c.and 23 verſe &o. 
RE WA Firſt, Inthe 2, 3, 4, verſes, &c. From the place whe- 
place to Cher he was going , To his Father, and their Father , bis 
which be Home, and their Home ; whence he did intend to come a+ 
gees, gainto them. So that his going from them, was but a Re- 
ceſſe, or withdrawing for a time , untill he came , for in 
the 3 ver}. I will come again , and,recerve you to my ſelf , 
[a] Gr, rendred in the Greek, | a] I comb again, in the preſen- 
TxMwv tenſe, to intimate the certainty of his coming to them a» 
E5Xquat gain , asif he were already come ; which in the 28 verſ. 
is the pre* of this Chapter, Chriſt tells them , ſhonld be matter of 
ſtncenſe. 5veat Joy to them, If yee loved ma , yee mould rejoyee , bee 
cauſe | ſaid , 1 go wntothe Father, 
The'proz : + Srcondly,From the 1 6 v.The promiſe of the Sprrir which 
miſe of bit ſhall ſupply his abſence, ſuch a Spyrsr, as ſhall: teach them , 
Spiris th8 comfort them , and þe.jjytegd of all ro them, give them 
Comforter. £,ch; Joy , Courage finite » as the world can neither 
| v0 F.; 5 give, 


Gods T abernacle with Men. 
give, nor take away, 27 verſ. Peace | leave with you,my peace 
1 grue unto you, &C. 
Thirdly, Inthe 23. veyſe, in the Text, We will come, and Re 
makgour abode with him, while you keep my words; which isthe ; hr with 
great promiſe here. them, 


If a man love me, he will keep my words, and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and makg our abode with 
him. | 
The words of the Text are an anſwer to the queſtion of 
Judas, ( not Iſcayiot) Lord how 1s it, that thou wilt mamfet 
thy ſelf unts ws, and not unto the world ? Teſus Chriſt gives 
the anſwer. 1f a man love me, he will keep my words, &c. To 
[1m the promiſe is made, That the Father will love him, 
They love him that keep his words, and to theſe he hath ſaid, 
he will manifeſt bis love to them, and make bis abode with 
them ;. In which words there are three parts conſiderable. 
Firft, A Suppofition, If a man love me; he ec. Parts of 
Secordly, A Poſition. Which is the effe&t of that love. He #*e Text. 
will keep my words, 3. 
Thirdly, A Promiſe. Which is twofold. 
Firſt, Of the Fathers love. My Father will love him. 
Secondly, The Co-habitation of the Father and Son with 
ſucha perſon. We will cone unto him, and maks our abode 
with him. 
The Obſervations that I intend to inſiſt upon, are two ; 
Firſt, That 3t is the duty and fpecial property of them that Dot, t- 
love Jeſus Chriſt i» ſincerity, to keep the words of Chriſt. 
Secondly, That God and C briſk will make their abode with 
them that keep his words. 
Firſt, Of the firſt of theſe, That it is the duty and ſpecial 
property of them that love Jeſus Chriſt in lincerity, to keep 
the words of C hr; FF. 
If any man love me, he will keep my words, he will do my wit, 
walk in my wayes, treaſure up my truths and Counſells. 
on Do:tr;ne requires three things to be ſpoken to intheir 
order. 
Firſt, Thar Jeſus Chriſt muſt be truly loved. 
Secondly, What it is to keep his words. 
Thirdly, Why it is beth the duty and property of rhew that 
love him, to keep his words, | 


'd 


Firſt. 


1d, 
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Firſt, That Jeſus Chriſt mult be truly loved ; there is ſuch 
an indiſpen(ible necet{ity of this, ithat the Apoltle fayes 1 
Cor. 16.22: If any maniove: wot the Lord Jeſni, let bins be 
Anathema Maranatha, let his be eunſade | L x 

Bur becauſe every one pretends highly te love Jeſus 
C hrift, and but few that love him inceed, I ſhall ſhew two 
tuings more briefly ; | 

Firit, ho be ts that truly loves him. 

Seconuly, hy we ſhewld all trmty love hin. 

Firſt, Who he is that truly loves Chriſt, 

Firſt, He truly loves 7 eſus C brit, who upon the d&ifcove- 
ry, and tender of Jeſus Chriſt inthe Golpel, as King, P11e/?, 
and Prophet, can willingly deny all for him; as the Mercbant, 
Mat, 13. 45-46. ſold all that be had for the gvodly Pearl. 
And fo Parl, Phil. 3.8. acconnts all Dang, his parts, |:1» 
riphteouſneſs by the Law, his greateſt excellencies ; He 
loves Chritt in Deed, and not in Shew only, who can leave 
che world, his deareft lnſts,his bettrighreoutneſs for ( hri/?. 

This is a true conjugal love, Pſal. 45. 10. Hearken O 
daug hter,and confideryand encline thine ear, forget alſo this e own 
people, &c, When C byift ſees that we have fucira love to him, 
that we will part witlall for him, then he fees a beanty in us 
that delights him. ! | 

Secondly, He truly loves Jeſus Chriſt, who having received 
11m, wiltrather loſe all, than part with him again; who ac- 
counts Jeſus Chriſt better than his beſt: things, as he ſayes in 
Mat. 10. 37. He that loves Father or Mothey more than me. is 
not worthy of me, &c. therefore ſayes the Spouſe, Cavr. 8. 6. 
Set me 44 4 ſeal upon thine heart, as a ſeal nyon thine arms: (et 
me be ſo united to thee, that 1 may never be ſewer d from 
thee, It is avery hard'leflon, and an irkſom dity tor tl e beſt 
of men, to part with friends, liberty, peace, life ; all thefe, 
or either of theſe ſweet mercies ; b!t co part with CFr /?, 
nothing can perſwade, orenforce the Sonl that truly Joves 
him ; that's a thought more cruel than the Grave, witneſs 
the holy Martyrs, a whole cloud of witneſſes ; that notable 
and eminent Galeacms, Marqueſs of Fre, &c. 

Thirdly,He that truly loves Jeſ#s Chr; takes abundance of 
delight in Communion with him. No'pleaſwre like the kiſſes 
of his mouth, no ſweetneſs like that of his boſom, all his 

Wayes 
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wAYECs are peace , an! his paths pleaſantneſſe ; Chr;ft makes 
every cendition Comfortable , there is no comfort of lite, 
but in that little enjzoymeat of Chr;/# , that the Soul hath in 
his life, 'tis Commun;on with Chriſt, converſe with him , that 
is all my comfort and pleaſure in the world. O how doth the 
Spouſe take care that he be not diſturbed , in Carr. 2, *. / 
charge you, O yee _— of Jeruſalem, by the Roes , and by 
the Hinds of the field, thar ye ſtirr not up, nor awake my Love, 
till he pleaſe. The words are an allujion, to one that would 
not have her Friend diſturbed , and ſpeaks toher Compani- 
ons , and charses them by all that 1s dear and pleaſant to 
tixem » not co break the reſt of her beſt Beloved , and ſhews 
tre wonderful delight the Soul takes in Communion with 
Feſw Chrift ; and the ſpecial care that it alwayes hath, that 
no Tentation break in, nor corruption break out , to iater- 
rupt that ſweer Communion , or occalion Chrifts depar- 
ture, who will not for any profit, commic any lin, or cauſe 
Jeſus Chriſt to depart from him. 

Fourthly , He that truly loves Jeſus Chriſt , having lot 
the light of him, is never ſatislied, till he come to the re- 
enjoyment of him , isalwayes at aloffe, and is never quiet , 
till he enters into a freſh acquaintance and communion wit! 
him , as in that of Joſeph and Mary , they having lolt their 
Son, went ſeeking till they found him ; So Carr, 3. 1,2, 3, 
Fc. By night on my Bed, / ſought him whom my Soul loveth , 
I ſought him, but I found h:ms not, 1 will riſe ow and go about 
the ( ity, in the Streets, and in the broad wayes, &c. f(nid to 
the Watchmen, Saw ye him whom my Soull-veth? &c. By all 
wirich,is expreſſed the ſedulous care and induitry of a livin> 
Soul ſeck ns after Criſt, R 

 F.rit, By might in her bed. Jeſus Ciriit 14:1 her bed 
thous, ( i. ) in her Clo'er and private duties ,' of Prayer , 
ſer 0u5 Medications, Spiritual Ejaculations , and ſecrert felt 
Exam'nat ons ; inall theſe the Soul enquires. A3 one that 
loves the World, by night his Meditation is of the World ; 
ſs ce man of pleaſures, and honours, is puriuins 4+ laſts in 
the n'51T (eafon; Tre wicked man 1s £9 triVin0 ” chief 4 p- 
on his b:4A, Ste Soul chat loves Chri/t , Its choug'its are 

{till at work after Ciriſt, | 
\ Secondly , {will riſe how and g0 about the City, &c. (3.) 
B I 
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I will betake my ſelf to all publick Ordinances, and ſhew 
more zeal and life in my duties, and in theſe will I make 
enquiry. £5 

Thirdly, T ashed the watch- ev, (1, ) the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel , which are or ſhould be as faithful watch-men, that 
watch for our Souls, and be able ro ſpeak 4 word in ſeaſon , 
ec. $0 nothing will ſatisfie the Soul that truly loves Chriſt 
without him ; and no means ſhall be neglected cill ſhe 
enjoy Him. | 

Secondly , Wiry muſt he be thus beloved ? 

Firſt , Becaule he is lovely, altogether lovely. 

Firſt, Lovely in his fe , obſerving all the will of God ; 
there was a wonderful beauty upon him, it we beliold, 
and can uncer{tarid, that hidden glory of an untainted Hol:. 
neſſe, and exa t conformi:y tothe will of God. 

| Secondly , Lovely in his death, never more lovely an 
amiable to tie believing Sinner, then when he was molt def- 
picable in the eyes of Rebellious Sinners.O then,le appears 
moſt beautiful and delireable, when he hangs on the Croſſe, 
there making our Peace, procuring our Pardon , obtaining 
Lite and Glory for us, by that ſhametul death, 

Thirdly, Lovely in all his Graces , each Grace a match- 
leſſe Jewel. Rocks of Diamonds, Mountains of Pearl, not 
v/ortity to be mentioned with the leaſt of his Excellencies ; 
If he put bur a little of this Grace upon any Soul , though 
he be never ſo vile , cloath'd with corraption; as in Ezek. 
16. from the g. to the 16 werſ. yet: may be made beautiful 
by his Comelineſſe. 

Fourthly, Lovely in all his Ordsnances, in which the 
more immediate (ig/t the Soul hath of him, the more he is 
taken with his Beauty ; No wonder he is call'd in Hag. 2.7. 
the deſire of all Nations, 


2Reaſon» Secondly , Becauſe of his deſerving love ; we loved him, 


becauſe he firſt loved us. 

Conlider in his love, theſe four particulars. 

Firſt, He laid down his life for us , ſuch a Love, will de- 
ſerve love, and life too; Joh. 15.13, Greater Love, hath no 
man, then this , that a man lay down hi life for his friend, 

Secondly , He lives now in. Heaven for us, 75 Heb, 25. 
He ever livath, to makg interceſſion for them, Hle is there 


minding 
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minding our neceſſities, agitating our affairs ; by his fitting 
there , we have Liberty of comming thither; by his ſicting 
there in glory, we have our ſtanding here in Grace, 

Thirdly , He accounts that as done to himſelf, that is 
done to them, that are his, Zach. 2. 8, He that towcheth you, 
toucheth the Apple of his eye, and Mat. 10, 40,41, 42. &c. 
He that recerverh you, receiveth me , and ſo he ſaid to Saxl, 
As 9: 4: why perſecuteſt thon me? when he was with Com- 
mithon trom the High Prieſt, dragging the poor Proteſlors 
of Jeſus Chriſt to the Priſon. 

Fowrthly , He longs to have us with lum, Joh, 17. 24. 
Father I will that where I am, there they may be alſo, to behold 
wy Glory, He is not ( 9. 4. ) latisfied without their compa- 
ny ; and isalwayes imparting his molt ſecret Counlels to 
them, Joh. 15. 16. Henceforth 1 call you not Servants, for 
the Servant knoweth not what his Lord doth , but I have cal. 
led you Friends , for all things that I have beard of my Fa- 
ther , 1 have made known unto yoa., 

Thirdly , Becauſe otherwiſe we 'ſhall not resard his 
words 3 which is intimated in the Text , /f we [ye him, we 
= keep his Words, butif we love him not, we will not 

eep his Words ; It is want of love to Chriſt, that is the 
caule of the abounding of every lin, for if we did love 
him, we ſhould keep his Commands , whici is the ſecond 
particular. 

Secondly , What is it to keep the words of Chr;ſt ? 

Firſt, There is 8 Natural and Mental keeping of the 
words of Chrift ;, and ſo we mult keep them, that is, Re- 
member his Words, his promiſes, Conaſel:, and Apgoratmente, 

The Memory 15 mans Storehouſe, or Cabinet, tat ſhould 
be kept Sacred tor the Truths of Chriſt ; So the Diſciples 
kept ze word of Chr;ft, when they remembred liis fayings ; 
and David Pial. 119. 92. J will never forget thy Precepts, 
for by th:m thou haſt quickzed me, ( 1,) 1 will keep thy Pre- 
cepts; for wiiat we forget, we lole , and what we remem- 
ber, wekeep; Andrthus, as Friends take pleature to Jook 
ſometimes on the Love-tokens of the'r abſent Friends. $0 
may we |:ave {ingular comtort and retref;ment , to lee tle 
Heart of Cirift tn the Counnſels , Promiles, and Appvint- 
ments left witl: us, 

B 2 Se- 


3 Reaſon, 
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Secondly, There is an Evangelical and Prattical keeping 
of the words of Chrift, When we de believe promiſes, and 
obey commands ; Promiſes not believed, and _ not obey- 
ed, are as water ſþilt on the earth, beſides the veſſe that ſhould 
receive it, Heb. 4. 2, but when they are believed, they be as 
liquor put into the veſſel for its proper uſe. Hence ſaies Chrifp, 
Luke 1 1. 28. a, 9 are they that hear the word of God and 
keep it. Then we keep the words of Chriſt, when we be- 
leve his pn obſerve his precepts in all our converſa- 
tion, and walk by his appointments ard inſtitutions in all 
Our duties. 
Thirdly, Wiy 'tistheir property and duty that love Jeſus 
Chriſt to keep his words. 

1 Reaſon. Firſt, Becauſe true love is comprehenſive ; He that love. 

Chriſt cruly loves all tit is luis ; He that loves lim that be- 

at, lyves him alſo that i begotten : Tue nearer any tivnz is 
co Chriſt, the better it is beloved ; and then we love tie 
word when we keep it, as a ſpecial pledge of his love ; To 
have his word, and a heart to keep it, 15 a double bleſſing ; an'l 
indeed, ſucha pift as the nas of Chri# is, is worthy to 
be loved for it ſelf, and kept for the givers ſake. 

2 Reaſon, Secondly, Becauſe true love 55 Operanve, "tis the princi- 
ple of Goſpel obedience, 2 Cor. 5. 14. The love of Chriſt 
conſlraineth w. Were there is the difpolition of a Son, 
there will be obedience to the Fathers commands ; ſo where 
there is a ſpiritual love to Chrift, it will ſer the ſoul on 
work, and quicken it to keep the words of Chrift, as is ſaid 
of Faith, Shew me thy Faith by thy works. So ſhew thy love 
to Ckriſt by thy works ; as Faith without works is dead , ſo 
is love without obedience, | 

3 Reaſon, Thirdly, Becauſe keeping the words of Chrift gives the 
cleareſt and ſureſt teft:imny of the truth of our love to Jeſus 

Greg. om, Chrift. Probatio deletationis eft exhibitis operis ; Obedi- 
ence is the moſt lively teſtification of love, as Chriſt ſaid to 
Peter, Loveſt thow me ? &C. (hew it in this, 11 doing thy d#- 
ty; Feed my ſheep. So Chriſt tells us in the Text, where the 

fire of love mw wn the breaſt, there the flame of duty and ſervice 


3s inthe hands. Joh, 15- 14. Ye are my friends, f ye do what- 
ſoever I command you, Inthe 1 Joh. 5. 3. In this rs the love 
of God, that we keep his Commandments, 


Uſe 
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Uſe r. For Exhortation. 

Firſt, Toa mental keeping of the words of Chriſt, accor- 
ding to that word, Heb. 2. 1. We ought therefore to give the 
more diligent hecd, to the things which we have received, leſt 
at any time we let them ſlip. And that we may not forget, but 
keep in our memories the words of Chr;ſe, 

Firſt conſider, That all the promiſes and counſells, which 
Teſus Chriſt hath mace known to us,are not only for preſenc, 
but for future uſe, 7/a. 42. 23. Hearken and hear for the time 
tocome. We ſhould hear as if we wereto hear no more. 
Tie Cordial which hath ſeme time revived us, muſt not be 
laid alide, left for want of it another time, we faint quite a- 
way. The reaſon why they were ready to faint under af- 
fictions, Heb. 1 2. 5. was, becauſe they hal forgotten the ex- 
hortation, which ſpeaketh to them as to Sons, For this canſe 
Jeſus Chriſt otten bids his Diſciples remember the word he had 
ſpoken to them , and knowing taeir trailty, promiſes his ſpi- 
rit, Toh. 14. 26, and that ( layes he ) ovouvnoes, ſhall bring 
to your remembrance. 

Seconaly conſider, Not to remember the words of Chriſt, 
is a ſad (ign of our diſ-eſteem of Jeſus Chriſt. We uſually 
remember Precepts, Counſels, and Sayings, according to the 
authority which the perſon hath wich us, from whence they 
come. It isa very great diſhonour to Jeſus Chrift, when 
we ſhall caſt his words behind our backs. Did we honour 
Jeſus Chriſt as our King, Lord, and Lawgiver, we ſhould be 
more careful to remember what he hath ſpoken to us. We 
often blame our heads, as if the fault lay only there, that we 
do not remember the words of Chr;ſt, when indeed the faulr 
lies molt in the hearrs,thatwe have not more love and eſteem 
of Chrif there, 

Thirdly, Thetime will come, when we ſhall dearly repent 
every truth forgotten, that we did not endeavour to ſeal 1n- 
ftiruition upon our hearts. 

Firſf, When God ſhall with-hold inftruion from us, be- 
cauſe we have refuſed it ; the time may come, when as Amos 
8. 12. Men ſhall run to and fro, and ſeth the word of the Loyd, 
and (hall net find it ; and then we thall ſee the worth of the 
word, that now we prize not. 


Secondly, When God fhall call us to an account for all the 
Sermons, 


#ſe,n, 
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Sermons, and Inſtructions we have received, as he will cer- 
tainly do ; though we forget, yer he will remember, and he 
will ask how we nave kept, and improved the Word he hath 
ſpoken to us. 

ms help us in keeping, or remembring the words of 

Tile. 

Firſt, Let your hearts be affteed with the worth and ex- 
cellency of the word, that it is more precious than Gold or 
Silver : and then we ſhall keep it as choice treaſure. That 
which a man prizeth, he will keep in ſafe cuſtody, and have 
often in his eyes, as Pavid ſayesof the word, Pſal. 119, 
97- O how I love thy Law, it 1s my meditation all the day long. 
It a man account the word as his treaſure, he will not forget 
It, a5 Jerem. 2.32. Cana Maid forget her Ornaments, or a 
Bride her Attires ? This they forget not ; Yer becauſe we 
account not the word as excellent and neceflary as theſe, 
theretore it follows, Yer my people have forgotten me dayes 
without number. 

Secondly. Apply every word of Chriſt to your own ſouls, 
thongh men will not keep whar is anothers, yet uſually they 
keep what is their own ; while men carve away the word to 
others, as if it concern'd them not, 'tis no marvel if they 
keep it not, but if we accounted every word as ſpoken to 
us, and our portion, we ſhould hear and keep it. Men re- 
member the news which concerns themſelves. We ſhould 
hear Chriſt ſpeaking, as Job 5.27, Herr thou thig, know it 
for thy good. 

Thirdly, Meditate often upon what you have rece'ved, 
as Vary pondered the ſayings which ſhe heard, m her heart 
The way to keep any thing ſafe, is to have a conſtant eye 
uponit. Meditation is the Souls ſerious retiring into it 
ws Jo take a view of all that of God, that is laid up within 
it ſelf, 

Fourthly, Haſten to do all that you have heard and learn- 
ed, Pſal. 119. 60. It is ſaid by David, 1 made haſt and pro- 
longe vor the time to keep his Commandments. A man will 
not ealily forget his Trade ; ſo it we daily obey commands, 
and believe promiſes, we cannot eafily forget the. com- 
mandsand promiſes given to us: which laſt dire&ion leads 
to the ſecond exhortation, 

Secondly, 


| 


Gods Tabernacle with Men. 


Secondly, It may exhort us to keep the words of Chriſt 
with an Evangelical and Practical keeping. Keep the word 
as a man keeps his Rule or che Souldier keeps his Weapon ; 
let not the word depart from thee, and do not thou depart 
from it, by forlaking the appointments and commands of 
Chriſt. 

FR, conſider, That if we do not keep the words of 
Chriſt, by obeying, and a ſuitable walking, we do bnt in 
vain pretend love to Feſus Chriſt, as they that had no more 
of Chriſt, but to call him Lord, (ar. 7, 21.) Not every one 
that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, &C, $0, not every one thart ſayes he loves me, but 
be that doth my word, he is my friend. 

Secoxdly, coniuer whata (in it is to pretend love to 
( hri/t, and not to truly to love him, as to keep his words ; 
'tis Hypocrilie ; they be Chriſt's falſe friends, an open 
enemy is leſs dangerous than they, Ezek. 33.31. They hear 
thy words, but they will not do them, their heart poes after their 
covetouſneſs ; They be falle to themſelves, and delude their 
own ſouls with a bare profeſſion and hearing, Jam. 1. 22. 
Be doers of the word, and net hearers only, deceiving your own 
ſaul:, 

Secondly, conlider what judgement they incurre, and who 
can tell how preat it 15? 'tis cal'd a beating with more 
ſtripes, when the lealt tripe frem that hand can break the 
loynes, Luke 12. 47. He that knoweth his Maſters will, and 
doth it not, ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes. 

Secondly conſider, This is the cleareſt evidence of our 
interelt in Chriſt, of his love to us, that we keep his Com- 
wandments. By this we know that we have him as our 
(rift, when we do not only love him as a Teſus, a Saviour, 
but obey him asa Lord, and follow his Law. When God 
ſhall write his Law in our hearts, Is not this an evidence that 
C brift is ours $ 

Thirdly, Great and many are the encouragements which 
he ew rs to them that keep his words. There be ma- 
ny bleſſings in the word, but they only have the bleffings for 
theirs, who keep his word, Jam. 1. 15. #hoſo looketh wmto the 
prrfeit Law of Liberty, and continneth therein, he being ndt a 
forgetful hearer, but a deer of the work, thir man ſhall be bleſ- 
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ſedin his deed ; he ſhall ask what he will, and have it, Joh. 
15.7. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ah what 
you will, and it ſhall be done unto you. 

That we may do the words of Chrit. 

Firſt, Let it be the aim and intentions of our ſouls, when 
we come to hear, toturn hearing into doins. Say as Pax! 
did, As 9. 6. Lord what wilt thon have me to de ? and Cor- 
nelius, Afts 10. 33. Now therefore are we all here preſent be- 

m God , to hear all things that are commanded thee of 
God. 

Secondly, Beg of God to give you ſuch a heart, that you 
may not only ſay, as the people in a good humour, once to 
Moſes; All that thou ſhalt ſpeak unto us, that will we obſerve 
and do ; but find your hearts ſuch as in Demr. 5. 29, O that 
there were ſuch an heart in them, that they would fear me, and 
keep all my Commandments always, &C. It is he by waom the 
word is made (as James hathit) Aoyov nxpmoÞpaunra, A 
fruit-bearing word, Begin all your hearing with prayers, and 
conclude them wich prayers, becaule 'tis of the greateſt con- 
cernment, 

Laſtly, A uſe of comfort. 

Firſt, If we keep tis word, tbe word will keep us. It 
will keep us in the worlt of times,yea at all times, Pro, 6, 22. 
When thou goeſt, it (hall lead thee ; when thou ſleepeſt it ſhall keep 
thee ; and when thou awak:ſt, it ſhall tath, with thee. If you 
keep his Commands , his Commands will keep you ; If 
you keep his Promiſes , his Promiſes will bring you to 
Glory. 

Secondly, 1f we keep his word, we ſhall not want pre- 
ſent comforts, The preſent gratuities which we have from 
Chriſt, ſhould be enough co encourage us, if there were no 
_ reward, Pſal, 1 g. In keeping of thems there u great re- 
ward, 

Thirdly, Jeſs Chriſt hath promiſed a bleſfedneſs to ſuch 
perſons ; they be a blefled people, Rev. 1. 3- Blefſed i he 
that readeth, and they that hear the words of this Prophecy, aud 
keep thoſe things which are written therein ; and ſ0 in [.uke 1 1. 
.28, Bleſſed are they, &c. and with the belt of bleſſings doth 

he crownthem in tae Text, My Father will love him, and we 
will come to him , and will make our abode with him ; whicl 
is the ſecond oblervation, G 


Gods Tabernacle with Mer. 
God ond Chriſt will mak their abode. with thems that keep 


hi: word, ' 
'In which Obſervation, we ſhall cake notice of Fegle three 


FRO 
Firſt, How God and Chriſ# do wake cheir abode with 


cher that keep his word. 
- Servadlys Why God and Chr: P will make their abode with 


ſuch. ©. 
Thirdly, Whatan excellent bleff ing T 1s to have Ged and 


Chriſt abiding with us, 

' Firſt, How God andChrift do make their abode with 
them that keep his word ; in which theſe three particulars 
muſt be ſhown. 

' x: How Godabides with his People. 
tc _ med s ry Chriſt abides with them. 
God and Chriſt will make their abode with 


them bon keep his word. 
Firſt, flow God, 'the firſt Perſon in the Tremp, i is ſaid 


a—_ abode with them that keep his word, ' 
iswill be two wayes ſeen. — 

For Iris not here to be underſtood of his commori or 
general preſence, as he iz the infinite Ged, and being: Oneni- 
preſent, fills Heaven: and Earth : for fo he -abides with all 
the works of his hands ; yea, lo he is with them char fear him 
not. « oe Oi HIT 
Secondly, It; is here properly uiderinod of Gillabode 
by wa of ſpecial preience, as he is a gracious Father ; there? 
fore Fe Chr;ft doth firit expreſs the Fathers love, and 
then his abode, as the product and fruit of his love, Ay Fa- 
thev-will love hom, and-we will come unto im," &c.- "He will 
come and- abide with his,' aa 'God-1# Coveant with \themn, 
therefore bath he put it into a promiſe, in the\4 Coy. 6, 76. 
1 will dwell in them, and walk in them, and [ will be their God, 
and ub ſhall be my people. | 

Srcondly, How Teſus Chriſt will make (his abode. witl 

them that keep his word/> which will be ſhown: fo," Firf, : 
Negatively, Secondly, Afirmarively, - OS 

Firft Negatively, Tt is not to be nnderſtood dfa ere or 

al preſence of Chr; (as the Papiſt imagine) as if tl.e 

fer of Chriſt could be in all Jnaces, whom the Heavens nenſb 
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contain tili be tinne of reſt;eution ties of al "yh: : for Fo te 
Apoſtle, a, Cor. 5, 16, 8 | 
"=Y £7 the ſh, ſhe got op, Bene hnow:s = Brom. | 
_— bode wich his mo, 
yn makes his abode 
ITE Servants, —— G Lak Tejas C18 eotles 
with ham as the Head of his as 1t 15 ins Epbe, 5, v7. 
He «the Head of his Church, and the Saviowy of his B 
60s abides _ us in Chreft, "Teſs Chrift abides with us 
1s Spirit, 
Corn @ lap, "1 moni Author ſhews four ways of Chrifts abode with 
Believers. 
1. Politice ut Rex in Regno, AsaKing in lus Figlon 
and fo he gives Laws as the only Head,” 
| Church: proteas them, and _ all their affairs. 
2. Orcconomice, ut Pater w Domo, As aFaher in By 
Houle ; and ſo he takes care, and makes PrOSYPR AE his 


people, as Father doth for his Family. | | 

3. Ethice ut ratio in bonus reaſonin ag h 
light that direas man in all his actions ;- ſ@ Fef Ciba. 
res and leads his people, - 

4. Phijice, ut Anima «n { orpores "As the Soul in the Body, 
which animates and a&s the whole > gi, 1 . which the 
Body $acenfe and liveles T Yor Chryſt, doth 
quicken our ſoules, by whom we  ſircas life- 

And che i the Head of his Church, and thus abides 
wi 


Firſt conlider, He hath all grace and life in him ; John 
$, 26-vA's the Father hath ae Wwerſolf fo hath be IU 
ro the Son, to baye life in 4 Licretore the' Pſa/npff 
heknehe MA; rs 9, Wuh thes 154 Go ef ife,and int Ft 


dy ig, ol him is all grace and life conveyed out ups 
Bus I i ro of eels have aria and 
Frace & 104, er.We receive fro ret 
of God, yy Arlyn hon originally, as in Jobs I 6» gym 
he = rr take # of wi ne and ſhew it unto you. 
w'Godand Chriſt are both faidto make their 
TIRE keep io word And ghis I dball ſhew 
h0- be tee ayes... 
Firſt, 
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Firſt , by their ſpecial Providence and [affotiov with 
rey and fo we may ſee them in ſeveral rotten 
wich then, as in Zach, Org 0, werſer;” rhe 
7: "7 Mn brif among the 

{orch, and in Rebel, 1023. "Bo 3 et erage bf be his 
Golden C os, and David tells 8 of his &x of 
Gods preſence with him, Pſal. 73.23 Tam continually with 
thee, thou upholdift me witht y iſh had havd , andthe 'Apoſtle 
Paul, +. T199; 4. 17; The Lerd (Ear fore 
of the Lordare npon the Righteous, nin he hach fajd , 
will not leave them. 

Secondly , They make their abode with them in' the Gof- 
ped, and Goſpel Ordinances , where theſe be continued in 
their power and puriry,theve;be Tb of God 35 among 
wen, and when theſe are taken awa 

is departed3' We may by Ol fre. 2 
Ark eas a Tipe, and Token of God: wth 
the 7ews, | fothe Goſpel, and-Goſpel s,/are-a (i 
nal Token of Gods abode with us , forin wes we ow 
him, incheſe, we may enjoy him, by theſe, we maybemade 
like to him, asinthe 2 Cop, 34 1, / we we all with oy0n face , 
behold at in a Glaſſe the Glory of Goll\, aud art | v rrp 
CI from Glory to Glery, even as by the pirit of 


Thirdly , They make their abode with them inthe Spryve, 
which: from che F arher, and the'S i; 3 Solehiey wy 
both be ſaid truly to abide with us, while we have ors 
the Comforter, which proceeds s from the 'Pather , "an che 
Son, as a pledge why nd jg I 5.'2d, When the 'Com- 
fortor 1s come, whons [ will ſend unto ow the Father, | will 
ſend him ſayes Chriſt, evewthi 'Spn truth , which mixPoc 
TS m«TÞ6- nopwerats,' which from the-F ather , 
theres an 2axopeyens, at Proceſſion of tie Holy from! 
the Father, and the Son, © the = le that keep word : 
and thus Behiovers are ſaidto ho! wihip wath rhe Fa- 


ther, and the So» , in-the 4 Epi. of Tolw'y 34" 'Ft wk we 
ye MA. 


it that Coth. 


Sprit wo , Sirens: ; be3ng threwnng we r0m9e; 
—_—_ ney yh earn NEE 
albfor us. ' | Avn the £ e Ayre mo the 
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our Commnnion with God and Chriſt; the Soul bein 
moved by the Spzrit, returns anſwer, by vertue of the Sp4- 
ries motion-in ys.; Come, ſayes the Sprrie,. I come ſayes the 
Soul, —_— by the lame Sperie.: © | 

' Allthe.w ht onthe Souls of men, in' order to 
Salvation , are wrought of God and Chr; in vs, but by the 
Spirit ; As in theſe three ſpecial particulars. 

Firſt , By the Spirit they inſtrudt:and teach ; The' Spirit 
PT. enlightring Sperity a Spirit of Judgement, and of burnin 'g. 
The © piye reveals che Counſels of Gedz the great Mifteries 
of the Kingdom ; Leads into all truth, makes men wiſe to 
Salvation, 

Secondly,By this Spirit they quicken & comfort the Souls 
of men,Rom.5.5. It is by theSpiry that theLove of God is ſhed 
abroad n orr bearts. Our cold and frozen Spirits are warmed 
and made fie for ation, and by this Spir;r, weareiawaken'd; 
Hence the Church prayes, for the breathings of this 'Sp;yit , 
Cant. 4» 16. Mwake, O North-wind , avd come thow South , 
blow upon my Garden., that the Spices thereof may flow out.. ' 

Thirdly , By this Spirit they dojRreagthen, and'eftabliſh 
the hearcs of men.in.the wayes of Molinefle;,: thus: they are 
made ſtrong inthe Lord, and in. the: power. of his miphic ; 
&rong to reliſt tentations ;, ſtrong to ſuppeſiecortuptions'; 
ſtrong to perform duties , by this Spzrit they are'carryed 
through L difficulties ; by thys Spire: their Infirmities are 
healed ;'-they are made to perſevere ,;and kept fedfaf', 
and unmoveable, alwayes abounding in, the work 'of .uhe Lord ; 
and Sealed up'to the day of Redempon. | 

Thus God and Chr:f do make their abode with them that 
keep the words of, Chr:ft,.till they come to make an ever- 
laſting abode with them in Heaven, ..., 

And according.to; the workings of \this' Spire more: vr 
leſſe in the1bearts of men, Gods ſaid tp be preſene,: or abſent 
from his people. - 1 | 
Reaſons, Secondly, The Reaſons why God: and Chrift will maks 
' their abode with them that keep his woras., od3%.as tl 
I, Rea. Firſt ,, Becauſe, of, ſpecial Love to, and. Care of 

them that keephis words." Indeed all.the Carg.of Gbd,,. is 
concerning his people, that-he; hath in. the World , there- 
fore in the Second Commandement, he is ſaid to ſhew mercy 
fo 
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to thouſands of them that fear him, and keep his Commande. 
wents ,. that do not caſt bis word behind their backs, and for- 
ſaking his Appointments, follow their own Inventions; $0 that 
if we faithfully keep his word, he will abide with us in our 
work ; Andthis is the Great Reaſon inthe Text, My Fo 
ther wifl Love him ; Not but that he Loves his Ele& from 
Erernity , bat he will manifeſt his Love to them, and 
therefore he w;ll make bis aboge with them , as the People 
of his Love; forin Dot, 32.9. The Lords Portion is his 
People, and Jacob is the Lat of bis Inberitance, and in Mal. ;. 
17: they are called bis Jewels, and mer will abide with therr 
Treaſure, 

Secondly, Becauſe of the near Relation that is b@ween 
God and Chrift, and them chat keep his word. That is a 
very full place of Scripture for this purpoſe, Mar. 1 2, 50, 
whoſoever (hall do the will of my F ath:r which is in Heaven , 
the ſame uy my Brother , and Siſter, aid Mother, What 
nearer Relation can there be than this 2 So near are they to 
Jeſws Chriſt, that keep his word, obſerve his will , and be 
crue and faithful to his Appointinents ; and ſure ſuch near 
Relations will detire Cohabitation on both ſides. 

Firſt, God and Chriſt are ſaid co ſtand Relaced in a Pa 


ternal Relation. : 
Secondly , They are ſaid ro ſtand Related in a Conjug al 


Relation. | 

Firſt;' God and Chriſt ſtand in a Paternal Relation to, his 
People. SE 0 BP | 

Firſt, Ged is| their Father, anil they are his Sons and 
Daughters; And this the Charch" dot! acknowledge in [ſas. 
63.16. Douttleſs thou art onr Father , though Abra'am le 
19n9r4nt of us , and Iſrael ackpopleagy 1 uot, thou O Lord art 
owr Father,gzc. And with this the Lord comfortedmournins 
Zion, 1ſai. 49- 14, 15: But Zion ſed, Thr Lord hath 
forſaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. Bilt God ſayes, 
Can a Woman forget her (ucking Child, that (ht ſhould not have 
Compaſſion 01 the Son of her womb 2 Tea, they may forget, yet 
I will pot forget thee. Behold 1 have graven thet on the palms 
of my. Hands, &c, My abade is with thee, 

 Secovdly, Jeſus Chriit is their Father , Iſai. 9. 6. Thi 


everlaſting Father, Therefore he promiſeth his Dikipſe bs 
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his, 14. Job. 18, [ will not leave your bppaves, Orphan y or 
Father 8 Children, He is the m affeRionate tender 
hearted” Father, Taw Patir nemo, tam pint vewe 3 None ſo 
$994, none ſuch a Fathir a be, (faies Tertul,) | 

Secondly, God and C hriſt itand related to them tlie keep 
Lis word, in a Cor jugal relation ; and Ged hath laid a ſpecial 
command of co-habitation upon perſons in this relation, The 
1141 14ſt dwell with bis own Wife. 

Firſt, God is related asa Hushand, And will not Ged 
dwell with his People, whom he hath uſed to'himfelf > 
I have betrothed thee unto me for ever, ( Hoſea 2.19.) Tea! 
will betroth thee unto me in righteouſneſs, and in judgement, aud 
77 ei ;, and tu _—_— - [willeven Frey thee nn. 
to me 1n faithfulneſs, Andin Iſai. 54.'5, 6. For thy Maker 
ir thy Hutband, 4 For the os Pte Aled thee 4s a mm 
for ſ hen; &c, 

Secondly , Teſus Chriſt is the Hurband of his People , as 
we ſee in the wuaole Book of Canticles, Andſoin Ephe, 5. 
from the 29. Verſe to the end of the Chapter. Now 
where ſhall God and Chriſt make their abode, but with their 
eſpoaſed Ones? Doth Jeſus Chr; delight to lodge any 
where more than with the /ife of his boſome ? 

Thirdly, Becauſe of Gods faithful Covenant, be will 
make his abode with them that keep his word. Tf we keep 
the word of his Patience, he will keep tie werd of is Pro- 
miſe, Revel. 3. 10. Becauſe thou haſt kept the word of my Pat;- 
ence, 1 alſo will keep theesfrom the hony of temptation,which ſhall 
come on all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. It is 
called a word of Patience, becauſe it teacheth patience, and 
eſpecially becauſe it requires it in all them that will obſerve 
it, And this is Gods's Covenant. Now,what is the Covenant ? 
Terem. 3%. 40. And [will make an everlaſting Covenant with 
them, that I will not tyrn away from themyto do them good but 
1 will put my fear in their hearts, that they ſhall not depart from 
we;and ſuch a ſure and infallible promiſe of abode;can never 
be violated by a God-keeping Covenant; God may hide for 4 
month turn away in 4 little wrath from his people(Wa. 54.89. 
10.7 oe with great mercy will he gather rham,and 
everlaſting kindneſs; Yeahs Promiſe ſail be as che waters of 
Noah, that as the waters of the great Deluge ſhall never 00< 


ver 
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ver the world any more, ſo he will never forſake his people 
utterly, Ir ſhall be more poſſible for the Mountains to de- 
part, and the Hills to be removed, than that he ſhould fi- 
nally depart from ZH. The frame of the world may be diſ- 
ordered, but the frame of Gods heart towards his elrpe ene 
can never be cngad. When the men of the world 
God hath forſgken » he is near to them, and cannot caſt 
off his people ; He may ſometimes give them up for their 
linnes into the enemies hands, but cannot give them away : 
this gave the C þurch that confilence, in Micah 7, 8. Rejoyce 
not ag aznſt me, O mine Enemy ; when 1 fall, I ſhall ariſe, wken 
I fit in darkneſs, the Lord (hall be a light wnto me. And this 
did bear the head of the New-T eftamgent-Saints above wa- 
ter, 2 Cor. 4+ 8.9. We are troubled on every fide, yet not di- 
ſtreſſed, we are oy nn but not ;n diſpair ; perſecuted, but 
not forſaken ; caſt down, hut not deſtroyed, And whence 1s it, 
that Dyſtreſs doth not follow Troubles ? Defþair our Per- 
plexities ? Defertion our Perſecutions ? Deſtyuftion our ſad 
DejeFtions ? ure it is, becauſe God uw faithful, alwayes with 1 Cor.r0, 
us, and will not ſuffer us to be tempted above what we are able to 33: | 
bear, &C. | 
Thiraly,,Whar a ſpecial bleſſing it is, to a perſon, or peoe 3 Partic, 
on » to have God = C wr make their abode ich 
them, 
The excellency and deſirableneſs of this abode of God 
_—_ Chriſt wich Believers, may be ſeen in theſe three parti- 
culars, | 
Firſt, Ic is better than all outward mercies, and earthly 
bleſſings. 
Secondly, This will more than ſupply the want or abſence 
of all other comforts., ' ,. 
pn, All our happineſs doth lye in this, Gods preſence 
wit His f | | 
Firſt, The abode of God and Chrift with a ſoul, is better ,_ Conf. 
than all outward mercies, ox eaxthly. bleſlimgs whatſoever. & 
God was wont totell bis people heretofore, as in Dowt, 28. 
That if they :would keep his Commandments, they ſhould be 
bleſſed in thei! backet, and in their ſtore ; that be would give 
them peace, the fat heritage of Jacob, aud to ride «pon the 
bigh plazes ; 81). goodly mexcies :. But now he doch encot- 
rage 
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rage them by a bleſſing of far greater worth, 1 will love 
you, I will make mine abode with you. It 15 10 highand tran- 
ſcendent afavour , That Moſes preferr'd it, before chat 
goodly Land of promiſe, Canaan, the Land flowing with 
Milk and Heny, asappears by that paſiage in Exod, 33.15. 
If thy preſence go not wth me, carry us not np hence, | Lary 
Canaan be never ſo deſirable a good Land , Yet rather lec 
me abide in this vaſt-howling Wildernefſe with God, then 
0 without thy preſence thicher. A Wilderneſſe Conditi- 
on with God in the Tent, is better then all Pleaſures and 
Honours without God in the Palace. Hence David in the 
mid{t of all his Royal Pompe, and Greatnefle, delired this , 
as the Complement and Perfettion of all, Pal. 101. 1. 2. 
O when wilt thou come unto me. © 
| Conlider theſe rwo particulars. | 
| Firſt, That there is no beauty, nor deſirableneſlſe in the 
faireſt outward proſperity , if God and Chriſt do not- make 
their abode with us. If we have all the world , and cannot 
ſee the abode of God and Chr;t on our Tabernacle, in their 
| ſpecial Providence, in Soul refreſhing Ordinances , or by 
the Comforting Spirit ; We may look on all, and ſay as 
1 K:*#g* 9. Hiram did of the Cities Solomon gave him, they be Cabul, 
"I Dirty things, If we cannot find God and Chr; thus with 
us, in the midſt of our Glory , The Glory :s departed. 
Secondly , Conſider, There is no _— nor unhappi- 
neſſe in the worſt afflitions, if God and Chriſt be there ; in 
the Furnace there isno Death; in Captivity, no Darkneſſe ; 
in Priſon, no Sadneſſe; in Death, no Hell. Teſw Chriſt 
tells us , he will not leave us Comforthſſe ; he never told us 
we ſhould not meet with Tribulations , bat fayes, [y the 
world we ſhall have Tribulation , and as ſurely, that 1n him”, 
we (hall have Conſolation. His people may be in the world 
Friendlefſe, Harbourleſſe, Pennyleſſe, but he aſſures them, 
they ſhallnever be Comfortleſle. . | | 
3 Partic, Secondly 3 This abode of Go# and Chriſt with his foopee > 
.. will-more then ſupply*the want or abſence of all' other 
things. Jeſus Chriſt, when he would thronghly encourage 
his wang re againſt all the hardſhips , and diſcouraging 
fears , they might-meer withall afrer his departure , pives 
themt his one precious Cordial,ot'Catholicor,in Mat.2 F 20, 
| Lo». 
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Loe 7 am with you alway, even unto the end of the World, when 
you. are caſt out of the Synagogues, had before Magiſtrates ard 
Rulers for my name ſake , Scourged, Hated , | Impriſoned ; 
for all theſe things Uo they do unto you, Let this comfort you ;, 
Lye, | arms with you alway, to the end of the World, 

Indeed, This abode of God and Chriſt with his people "is 
every thing to the Soul , which we may ſee in theſe three 
particulars. , | | 

Firſt, Their preſence is a Sanftnary, and ſure Hideeing 

ace, 

Secondly , It 1s 4 ſure Light and Guide tothem, 

p Thirdly , It isa Store-houſe and Treaſury of all Provi- 
bons, 

Firſt, The abode or preſence of God and Chr,ft , is in- 
ſtead of a Sanftnary, or (ure hideiry place; as Pſal. 84, 11. 
For the Lord God is a Sun and Shield, &c. and in /ſai, 8.13. 
ſayes the Prophet, Santt; fie the Lord God of Hoſt: ,, ard lit 
him be your fear, and let him be your dread , and be ſhall be for 
a Sanftuary : Do you ſet God before you , and he will ſe: 
himſelf by you ; and where the great God goes, tliere goes a 
Guard 4 Angels, Plal. 34. 7. His Wings be a C overt, and hi 
hand 4 anopy, with which he hides from the Storms, and from 
Ran, 

And that he isa mighty Saviour. 

Firſt , Conſider his Omwipotency ; He can do whatever 
pleaſeth him ; He can make the w:rm Facob to threſh Monn- 
taing', and the Mountains to become a plague before Ternbba- 
bel; Zach. 4-,7. All the Nations of the fn are but as a dyop 
of the Bucket, or duſt of the Ballaxce, compared with him ; and 
all hearts are in his hands ; Therefore ayes the Propl:er, in 
Tſai. 26, 4. Truft in the Lord for ever, for 1: the Lord Jeho- 
vah, 5 ever{aſting ftrength , or the Rock of ages, He 13 no 
broken Reed z-,hnt that Rrength in which we may Contfide ; 
As David ſayes, Pſal. 46- 1» 2, 2. Sifrafusillabitur Or- 
bis, If the World be diſſolved, God 1s our ref ge and ſtrength, 
&C. therefore we will not fear, though the Earth be removed , 
oo thaygh tha Mougtarns be: carried. into the midſt of the 

4, WM&s to 414 att pony ; Hl 
* Secor U 1. Conlider his immenttability; We have ftand- 
ing Comtort in the unchangeableneſſe of this God; Mal. 3.6. 
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1 ans the Lord, I change not ; therefore ye Song of Jacob are 
not conſumed. And tor this we have the experience of Da. 
vid, Pſal. 9.10, They that kyow thy name, will oor their truſt. 
in thee , for thou ( Lord) haſt uot forſaken thing that ſeek. 
thee , and the Churches yr tr » Tſai. 62. 9. be bear 
them, and hc carried them all the daies of old, This great and 
unchangeable Saviowr,laves his people, theſe four wayes. 
Firſt, He will fave and preſerve from Evils , and 
will be a Chamber of {atety when the Indionatien is abroad, 
to hide from the {torm; Ezck. 11,6. Yer will I be to them 
24 a little Santlyary wa the Countries where they (Hall came, 
[1 will be with thee ;, 1s Gods great Promiſe, and 11s People; Sees 
curity; it was ToſEaa's Guard, and Feremjah's Praicn-Wall. 

Secondly , He will fave his people in afflidtions ; as Le 

did the tiree Ciulcren in the burning Fornace , this he'Cee 
livers 1# ſix troubles, ard alſo in ſeven ; as *tis promifed in 
[ſai. 4%. 2» 3: When thou paſſeÞ thorough the waters I mill be 
with thee, and thorew the Rivers, they (hall net over flow thee ; 
When thou walkeſt thorow the fire,thou ſhalt uot be burnt pert hor 
ſhall the flame kindle upon thes, For I am the Lord thy God., 
the Holy one of Iſrael, thy Saviour, Job's experience is an 
everlaſting proof of this , that when the Lead:is Conſuined, 
the Gold 1s preſerved in the Fornace, 

Thirdly , He will ſave or deliver ont of afflitions, 1 
Cer. 10,13. 1» the midſt of all temptations , he wilt makg a 
way for us to «ſcape them, Many are the troublts of the Ri ghee 
0a, but the Lord delinerarh them out of all, He is Emmangs+ 
e, Gd with us; Our Redeemer from Hell, and from Trou- 
ble. | 

Fo-urthly, He will fave by affli tions , and by the evils 
they mcet withall; Prov, 29,15. The Rod and Reproof give 
wil 1m; and as David (ayes, It was good for me that 1 was 
aff itted. All things ſhall work for good , 2 Cor, 4.7. Theſe 


. aſfliftions work for us a far more exceeding and eterval meight 


of Glory, The Veilel is uſually covered with Dirt by the 
Clenſers hand , that it may ſhine with the more brightneſs; 
$0 by affliftions God makes us partakers of his Holineſs. 
Afii&tions and outward evils, come alike to all, but with 
much different effett ; All men. fall into affliftions, Good 
and Bad , but as the //-ae/irer, and the Zgyprians went both 


into V 
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into the Red See, and the one was drowned y and the 0- 
ther paſſed throrough to Canaan : So the Righteovs and the 
Wickedfallundex Calamicy, the one linksti:roug!» unbelicf, 
and the other patles thorough ſafety , avd by Faith and Pa- 
tence comes to inherit the promcſe. | 

Secondly, Tie Abode or Preſence of God and Chriſt with 
Believers, is'im{teadiof afure Guide and Tigat unto tem ;; 
They can never want a Guide, who have God wich them, 
As the Pillar 65 a;Cloud by day , and of bire by night , was 
unto /ſrael inall cheir March, The ſame and more 1s God to 
lis People, in all cheir Pilgrimage. 

Conſider three things. 

Firſ#, Conlider, that Man cannot be without this 
Guide ; The beſt of:menthave very greac necd of the pre- 
ſence of God to lead them; thatthey be not miſ-led, and 
that they don't faint in the way , j#hat can the Sheep do with- 
ont 4 Shepheard ? Such is God to lis, Pſal. 23. 1. withou:. 
Gods abode with us, "tis as Children-without a Father, and 
none to direa them, and fo left torun themſelves into mil- 
chief 3 Wuart is the World without a Sun? Ter, 10. 23. 
The way of man is not in himſelf, it is not in man that walketh 
ro direlt bis gp 

Secondly, Conlider, that "tis our great wiſdom to comm t 
our way tothe guidance of this Ged and Chriſt; Every 
wiſe man will-commir his way to God, and not move a {tp 
withouc him 5 as Afoſes in the Conduct of {ſrael, wo ld nt 
move a foot without God. That was a good Peion , or 
rather Retoſution of David, in Pſal, 73. 24. 7howu (halt 

wide mp with thy Conn ſel, and afterward receive me to Glory. 
Fai reſolved tobe o1ded by (94s Counſel: , and an excel 
lentand imitable practiſe of //rac, in'Grv. a6, 24, 25. tat 
where lietiad mer God at Haer-/heba, and where God had 
bleſſed him , There he pitched his Ten: ; $0 we thould 
move as Godt leads. 

T biraly,, Contider, That it God undertake to Gnice us, 
we'ſhallnotmiſcarry ,. he will certainly brins us tae to 
Heaven. Othrteet may be alſnoit;gone , bur ſhall ro be 
altogether: gone, Pſal. 77, 2, Ay teer were alm: j/ 0216, my 
ſteps had well'gh ſlipt, $0 it may be with the Caoicelt of 
Gods Servants; bur in the 23 verſe, Neverthilc Te [ am 
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continually with thee; thou haſt holden me by my right 
hand, 034; 

The more dark and dangerous the times be, the more we 
ſhould delire Gods abode with us ; the nearer a night of 
trouble or of death is to us, the more earneſtly beg his ſtay, 
as the two Diſciples, Luke 24. 29. They conftramed Chriſt, 
ſaying, abide with ws, for it ts towards Evening, and the day u 

ar [pent. - 

Jo Thirdly, The abode or preſence of God and Chr;ſt wit! 
his people, is inftead of a Treaſury and Store-houle of all 
Provition:, Where Jeſus Chriſt is, and where God makes 
{11s abode, there isa Spring head of comforts, that cannor 
be drawn dry, Iſa. 33.16. Bread ſhall. be grven them, and 
their waters ſhall be ſure, who have God with them ; So was 
God tO Iſrael, Deut. 29, 5. 6. He fed Ifrael in the wilderneſs 
forty years, their clothes did not wax old. You have not eaten 
bread, neither have you drunk wine, or ſtrong drink, that ye 
might know that 1 am the Lord your God. 

Conſfidey three darticulars here. 

Firſt, Conſider God © ſuch a ſtore. tlat he 1s alwayes 
full ; He hath an Azrarchy in himſelf, and faiesto his crea-+ 
tures, as in Pſal. $1, 10, Open thy month wide, and 1 will 6! 
it, ack what you will, and there 'tis to be had, There be full 
Treaſures, of temporal and ſpiritual good things with them, 
with whom God and Chrift do make their abode.. As the 
Ark of God brought all kind of bleſſings to the houſe of 
Obed-edom, ſo when God comes, he brings all things ; Deus 
meus,  omna ; My God, and all things. Wuaen Teſus 
Chriſt came to Zachens, hetells him, This day s Salvation 
come to thine houſe ; that is, both temporal and ſpiritual pre- 
ſervations and deliverances ; Salvation doth con{Mt in the 
total abſence of all evil, and in the preſence and peſſeſſion 
of all 500d, 

Secondly, Godand Chriſt have left with us the promiſes of 
te Covenant to live upon, till we come tothe inheritance 
of the purchaſed Poſſeſhor:: Theſe be like the /1/1dows Cruſe, 
tat never fails ; thislike the Manna, will not be with-beld 

wile we be inthe wilderneſs, till we come into Canaan, to 
feed on the fruits of that Land, Heb. x3.5. That'sa ſure 
Promiſe, in which we may by faith ſee preſent ſupplies, / 
will 
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will never leave thee, vor forſake thee ; andin Phil. 4.19. we” 
may poſſeſſe in that Promiſe whatever we want ; My God 
ſhalt ſwpply all your need, according to his riches in glory, by 
Chri LM | 

Thirdly, God hath given us his Son, and Jeſus Chy;ft hath 
given us himſelf, as an enſuing pledge of all mercies con- 
tained in the promiſes, Roms, 8. 32, He that ſpared not his own 
Son, but gave him for us, how ſhall he not with hint alſo freely 
grve us all things ; He that hatli not ſpared his Son, will not 
with-hold any mercies ; he that hath given us the beſt of 
bleſſings, will not with-hold ſmaller mercies : He doth al- 
way tell his people, as in 2 Cor. 12. 9. My grace u ſufficient 


for ou - 
hirdly, The abode of God and Chriſt with Believers, is 
their Heaven upon Earth. All our happineſs is in the abode 
of God and Chrift with us, 

Firſt, Conlider it is a wonderful mercy of the great God, 
that by his common Providence, he is with the works of his 
hands, which is mans ſafety ; and David admires at this, 
Pſal. 8. 4. Lord what is man, that thou art mindful of him ? 
and the Son of man, that thow vi ſiteſt hims ? 

Secondly, Conlider it is a mercy of the greateſt worth, 
and to be for ever admired, that God and Chriſt do not only 
vilit us by common Providence and Inſpe&ion, as his crea- 
rures, but make their aboge with us, as with children and 
friends; O this is our glory ; God doth not come w:th 
a ſhort viſit, for a day, for afew days, but makes an ever- 
laſting abode. The Church complained when the thoug|\t 
God was departed, becauſe he had been with them, and made 
ſo ſhort a ſtay, Jer. 1 4. 8. Why ſhouldſt thou be as a ſtranger 
in the Land, and as a way-faring man, that turneth aſide to 
rarry for a night, &c, but when ſhe remembred the Cove- 
nant of eternal abode, ſhe comforts herſelf, inthe 9g. verſe. 
Yet thou O Lord art in the midſt of w. To beever with the 
Loyd, isall we can hope for , and it is mans contemplative 
happineſle, to converſe in Jus thoughts, ' with: that 


Glory, | 


Firſt, Conſider Teſus Chrift hath promiſed t!is, as our 


oreat Glory, and full reward ; 7 will takg youto my ſelf, they v 


ſhall behold my tory. 1 Epiſt. Joh, 3. 2- We ſhall be likg him, 
we ſhall fee him as he ts, Seconaly, 


I 
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Secondly, This. abode with God and Chriſt, is the higheſt 

;or, and aim ofall the people of God, This was Pals. 
preſſings in Phil. 3. That he might attatn ta the reſurretiion of 
the dead, (5.) the ſtate of thein that are riſen, and-witlyGod 
and Chriſt ; Therefore reſolves after a long debate with 
himſelf, hl. 1. 2 16 To be with Chriſt, # befk of all, and Da- 
vidin Pſal. 73. at the latter end, profeiles, He had none in 
Heaven but Ged, and there was none upon. earth that be deſired 
:n compariſon of hins, Vee! 

Uſe. Firſt, of Lamentation , and laments three: ſorts of 
C7 | ONS. 
f Ei, Let us lament ſuch as. be without God and Chriit ;x 
the world, all ignorant and wngoaty perſons; yea, this is 
the ſad caſe of all che Sons of Adam, ever lince he linned , 
and loſt communion with his Ged ; They be broughtforth 
intothe world, with their backs upon God, and with Gods 
face againft them : What was Car's griet > how was: his 
heart hurried into a world of inconceivable diitempers, and 
diftrating thoughts 2 when-he mult be turn'd. out of Gods 
preſence, from the enjoyment of. God in his: Ordinances, 
Gen. 4« 14. Behild, thou haſt driven we out thre day, ( ſaies 
poor Cain, ) from the face of the earth, (but this is as no- 
thing) and from:thy face (hall ! be hid, (and now where. is my 


comtort and ſafety ? ) it ſhall come. to' paſſer, that every one 


tht findeth me, ſhall lay me. Such perſons- be as Lambs ina 
large place, Hoſ. 4, 16. :thout a Keper in their myſt plene 
tiful'tFate ; What hope haveſuch to elcape. Hell and De- 
ſtruftion ? 

Conſider theſe two particulars. 

Firſt, Conſider it is a very. fad caſe, when God and Chriſt 
withdraw, or depart but for a moment ; 'cisa lad, and into- 
lerable moment, as we {tee in the complaint of Chr;ft, when 
God withdrew himſelt from him ; Ay God, my God, why 
haſt thou forſaken me ? ani in the exainple of Navid, Aſaph 
and Heman,in Pſal, 77.and Pſal. 88. andthe whole Church 
laments in Jer. 1.4. 8. 

Secondly, Conlider if God and Chrift do never come to: 
make their abode with ushere, we are never like to make 
our abode with them hereafter; and then it were better we 
had' never been born, Pſal.-7 3. 2:73 They thatiare far from 

thee, 
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thee, ſhall periſh, And this is Hell, to be ſeparated from God 
and Chriſt, 2 Theſ. 1. $, 9. They, (:.) the wicked ſhall be 
puniſhed with everlaſting ceftruQtion, from the preſence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of his power, It is Heave» 
where-ever Go is in hts fpecial abode, and that is Hell 
where He is not prefent in his mercy and grace. 

Secondly, Wſr of Lamertation. 

Let us /amzent over a worſe ſort of men, and they be ſuch as 
in Tob, 21, 14: That ſay to God, depart from us, io we deſire 
nos the knowledge of thy wayes ; That refule the word of 
CP: and be weary of God and his Ordrmances, and fo reject 
God. as if one houſe could not ho!d them both ; as the peo- 
in {ſa. 30.10.11. m—_— tothe Seerr, ſee not ; and tothe 

Prophets, prophecy net,&C. Canſe the Holy one to ceaſe from be- 
forexs. They that ſtop the mouris of them that ſpeak tite 
word of C hr;ſt, or turn away t:eir ears from harkenins to 
that which is ſpoken, ay in effet, Ler God be gone, ler 
Chriſt depart from us, 

Firſt, Conſider what an evil frame of fþ;r:r it is, for men 
to refuſe te preſence of God, Was there ever wickednets 
like this ? rhac the great God fhonld be as an whbidden pue/t 
with his own creatures, and have no berter entertainimen: 
than Chriſt with the Gaderevs, who befought him to de- 
part out of their Coaſt, yea, whici1 is far worie, rejefted, as 
Chriſt was by the poſſeſſed in the Goſpel, Mar. 8. 29. What 
have we ta dowith thee ? art thou come to tarment us before the 
tiane ? i 

Steendly, Conſider it will be a very terribfe day, when 
Godand Chrift depart from fuch perſons. God threarens it 
as a ſore judgement upon Jeruſalem, Jer. 6. $. Be thou n- 
ſtruted O Jeruſalem, leſt my Soul depart few thee ; When 
God departs, in comes all Judgements, for it followsin the 
Text, Leff 1 make thee deſolate; Deſolation comes as foon 
as God'is gone ; yea, faiestlie Lord, Hoſ. ge 12.1 to them, 
when 1 depart from them, And thouph he depart from ſuch 
by removing his Counſells, Goſpel, Fn, Ordinances : He will 
ſtil be with them in judgement; when he is far from their 
Afﬀetans, he will be nigftto their Conſe ;evres, then he will 
ſhev7 his cerrour, and! his wrath ; and chenthey ſhall find, 
that. as there'is not a ſprotey promiſe then this , / will never 
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. The Royal. Preſente, or . 
leave thee nor forſake thee ; ſo nota more. terrible pudgement 
than this, [will not love thee, nor abide with thee, 

Thirdly, #ſe of Lamentation. | 

. Ler us lament our ſelves, who have had God and Chr; 
making their abode with us for many years in their ſpecial 
Providence,Gofpel Ordinances, &c, Yet we have :not im- 
proved ſo glorious a do Fay ſorich a mercy : eſpecially 
we lave cauſe to lament this fonr-fold negle&t. 

Firſt, That we have ſo little acquainted our ſelves with 
God and Chr;ſt, ſo little prized and obſerved their Preſence 
with us, that we have learn'd no more of God and Chr;/, 
but are yet (trangers to them ; ſo that Jeſus Chri/# may ſay 
tous, asin Joh. 14. 9, Have 1 been ſo long time with you, ard 
yet haſt thou vor known me, Philip ; {o he may ſay to us, Have 
I been fo long time with you in my Providences, Ordinances, 
ard by my Spirit, and yet have you not known my Goodreſ, 
my Faithfulzeſs, my Name, my Laws and Ordinaxces ?. Sure 
it is with moſt of us, as with Ro Gey, 28, 15. 16, Tie 
Lord was with him, and he was in his Dream, and when he 
awaked, ie ſaid, Swrely the Lord « in this place, and 1 knew 
it not. So God hath been with ns, but we have been ina 
dream, or in aſleep all this while ; but when God ſhall a- 
waken us, we ſhall ſay with him, God was in this place, and 
we knew it not. 

Secondly, We may lament our ſelves that we have ſo little 
conformed to God and Chriſt. Ged hath been with us, but 
we have refuſed his company, as Epbe, 2.12. Aud bad our 
converſation as without God, and withowe Chriſt in the world , 
O when God and Chriſt ſhall depart from us, it will be a 
heart-breaking to us, and we ſhall dearly repent the. leaſt 
miſcarriages. 

Thirdly, We may lament, that we have not lived more 
upon God and Chrift, to truſt in them, and depend. upon 
them for lite and Salvation, and made him our Comnſellowr, 
Guide, and Strength, and lived upon his All-ſufficiency ; we 
have not made them our Sarttuary, our Treaſury, our Hap- 
pine/; , though they have been with us , i» whom are ll 
things. Yet have we lived at ſo poor a rate, (.as to, our {pi- 
ritual comforts). as if we had been under the. Hypocry's 


' Curſe, Job 20, 22. 1nthe fulneſs of his ſufficiency he #s 1 
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Ee » Or guilty of tharvanity mentioned in Ecte, 6. 1. 
.To have Riches and Hononrs, &C. and not a heart td uſe them. 
To have a'Gd and Chrif, in whoin are all Riches and ' Ho. 
newrs'; ant Have had-no Faith'to uſe them for« our corpfore , 
we hive'sVen ſtarved our ſelves at the fulleſt Table, and 
Spring-headot plenty. 

Fowrthly , We may Jament our ſelves , that we have not 
taken tote pleaſure in the enjoyment of God and Chriſt in 
the Goſpe}, Tel Goſp:l Ordinances ; accounting all Compa- 
ny and deligfits, ſolitarinefſe; in comparifon of the joy and 
comfort that is in the abode of God and Chriſt ; eſpecially , 
when God expects we thouldrejovce in him, and hath pro- 
miſed to abode with ſuch, /ſai. 64... 5. Thou meeteſt bim that 
rejoyceth, and worketh Rightrouſneſſe, and remembyerh; thee in 
thy wayes, = OT. | 

Fmo Wſes of Exhortation. 

1. To get the Preſence of God and Chriſt with us, 

2. To endeavour to keep God and Chriſt abiding with us. 

The firſt Uſe of Exhortation. 

Let us be Exhorted above all deſires, to defire Gods pre- 
ſence ;' andabove all getting , Get God and Chr; ro make 
their abode with you. O with what Ardency and heat of 
defire, doth Dav;d expreſle himſelf ; Pſzl. 27.4. One thing 
have I deſired of the Lord, that will 1 ſeth 'afrer , that ] may 
dwell in the houſe of the' Lord all the dayes of my life, to behold 
the beauty of the Lord, apd to enquire in his Temple; and ſo in 

"Pſal, 41.1; 2, As the Hart pants after the water brooks , (0 
panteth my Soul after thee O God, My Soul thirſteth for God, 
when ſhall I com and appear before God ? O when wilt thu 
come unto me 7” and in a' multitude of ſuch like Pathetich 
breathings after Ged. 

And that we may the more earneſtly defire this mercy , 
the abode of God and Chriſt with ws ; Conlider three par- 
ticulars. 

Firſt , Conlider, the preſence of God and Chrift, is the 
ſpecial favour and honour that God beitows only upon hi: 
'own people. By this was [ſrael diſtingniſhed from all tle 
world, Exod. 33. 16. My preſence (hall go withthee , and in 
che laſt verſe of the laſt Chapter of Ezekiel, Ut is the Church 
ovly that is calld Jehovah Shammah. The Lord is there her 
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The Regal Preſence, or 
Founder, Preſerver, and Governony. 
© Secondly ,. Conlider, that they that have God and Chr:ft 
with them ; dwell continually at the. Fountain, Head of 
Confolations, as David ſayes, Pal. 23-1 fall wan wothing, 
The Lord is my ſhepheard, My Cap runs over. Surely Goo 
aefſe and Mercy þ, follow me all the daies of my life. This 
Fountain keeps our Ciſternes full ; our Channels run ſhallow 
ſometimes , but never are they dryed up; Heoſ. 14.5. 1 will 
be as the Dew unto [ſrael;, He ſhall grow as the Tele , aud 
caft forth bis roots as Lebazon , they ſhall grow: up as the 
Lillie, Leautiful and fair , andas the Cedar, well rooted and 
(abliſhed ; He that hath the Sm», hath Lighe, He that hath 
te Yell, muit needs have Water, [lle poſſidet omnia, qui puſſe 
det poſſidentem emnia.; He hath all things , who bach tim 
from whom all things come. rhe 
Thirdly, Conlider , that when-all Comforts leaye ts, 
God will not 5 when Friends forſake, and Riches profit nor, 
in tlie evil day, God 1s a preſent belp in 11me of trouble , and 
joves to ſhew himſelf in Dabus & Ardnis, inthe greateſt 
«itficulcies, and on the Mownt of ſtraits. Jeſus Chriſt ſayes 
truly to us, what Peter ſaid raſhly co.him ; Though all forſaks 
thee, yet will not 1, X : 
Obie, Otjett. Tliavefound Ged and Chriſt, gone from me, 
ſayes the Soul, when I have had-need of him. | 
Arſw, Ho » Firſt, That God and Chriſt, may, and\do- ſome- 
times hide rheir faces from their deareſt Friends, _. - . 
Secondly , Though God and Chriſt: do ſometimes with- 
draw from us, yet every znterruptzov of Commynion , is 
not a ſeparation ; The Swn doth apt ceaſe ro be, when it cea- 
ſech ro (hine, Grace may ſuſpend ies ating ,. but doth ngt 
loo{e jt; being , God will not finally forſake his People. .. 
Thirdly , God hath very many Gractous ends, why he 
ſometimes withdraws; And they are alway in mercy to 
Iz people, ſad provideaces, producing ſweet effetts.  _ 
Dire. Directions and helps, hwy to get the preſence of God and 
+ Chriſt with us, edt \ 
1 © Firſt, Repent andhumble- your ſelves, becauſe of all 
your {ins , that you have at any time rejected che -Counſels 
of God,and retuſed Grace and Mercy, rand ncgletted Ops 
91rimiyties, 0i doing you Souls goo, and drawing ear y, 
: 90 3 
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Gods T aberndgle with Mii; = 
God ; Repentance and Reſaluion againF Sin, come like 
Bapuft, to prepare away,and & Piſce, for Ged. and .Chrl# 
th F9aaE: toxand make their; abade z,Of the Hearts and Houſes 
Impenicent Singers, We may well. day (Gog-i9 apt Ahora. 
The way to have God to twrn in unto ws ; is tO turn away 
{om », a5 Ephraim, Jer. 31, 18, 19» 120- He hgmoaned 
unſelf, and repented, and God came ts him as to bis cear 
Son, and tohis.pleaſant Child, 1 hid 

Secondly Believe.in Jeſw .Chriff,and by faith get an inte- 
reft in him ; Ic isby faith only thac we: give enercainment 
FCC Chriſt ; Ic is by Jeſus Chri alone ;; that God and 

an come together. No wan hah ſeen the Father at any 
time, but the Son ,, and he to when he dath reveal him, and 
he that hath the Son, bath the Father , Roms 5. 1. Being 
jaltipenh faith, mt hane peace with God. 
";. "0, Own 7eſ« Chriſt in all bis Offices, as your King, 
Prieſt, and Prophet, 
' Firſt, As jour King , Lethim have the Soveraignty of 
your Souls, that he may rule over you. . It Chriſt be your 
King, God will be your Father ; Godloves to come, where 
Chrift hath his Throne, | IALENT 

Secondly , As your Prieff , That his Righteouſveſſe may 
give you the advantage of Communzon with God ; without 
which we cannot come neat to hins, and he will not come near 
0 MSe ' EY 1* 40 SS . : 

Thirdly, As your Prophet, That ie may ſhew .you tlie 
Way ; If his Spirit be-your Gude, and his Word your Rule , 
you may be ſure his. Prowm:;ſes ſhall be your Portion , even 
this Promiſe in the Text, They wil come to you, and make 
their abede with you, even God and Chriſt. | 
.. Fowrthly , Seck earneſtly after Godand Chriſt, in the uſe 
of all appointed means, till you come to ſee , and enjoy 
their preſence with you. = 

Here ſhall be ſhewn theſe two particulars, 

I. Where we may (ech' God and Chriſt. | 
.. 2» How, or after mbet.evanner we muſt: ſeck_ them. 

Firſt, Where we may ſeek after Godand Chriſt? 

F irſt , We may find them in the works of Creation ; theſe 
will repreſent Ged and Chriſt unto us, the Power and Wil- 
dome of Ged and Chrift , by whom the Woyld was mace ; 
A. E 3 
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| In omni ye afputtabiliquedam extant veſtigia Dri; Inall the 
viſible creatures, there be ſome prints of -the.znw;/iþle God , 
ſo tharhe which hives altogether without God; muſt needs be 
elvermooywres > Without excuſe, having God fo near to. 
lim; + © «41 wink CG pv i: * 


' Secondly, We may find them 5» the Word,. 2. Cor. 4, 6. 
The glory of God ſhines there in the face of eſus C briſt, 
and to them that are converſant mmthe Word, 'Ged hath pro- 
miſed to reveal himſelf, '/ſa.'66.'2. To this my will I book, 
even to him that is poor, and of a tontrite fÞirit, 'ard trembleth 
at my word. Andine eA poſt le gives this direftion, Row. 10, 
6.57. Say not in thine heart, who ſhall aſcend ints Heaven ? 
that 15.to bring C kriſt down from above ; or, who (ſhall deſcend 
into the deep *'"that is to bring "p _ \agary from the dead. 
But what ſaith i: ? Theword « nigh thee, even 1n thy na 
ard 1#-thy heart ; that is, the word of faith which we preach, _ 
Thirdly, We may find them in Prayer, Jam. 4+. 8, Draw 
| nighto God, and hemill draw mph to Jo If you will be 
F ſtrangers totlie duty.of Prayer,-rs the T hrone of Grace, God 
a will be qtcanger to-you-; he hath-promiſed to draw nigh to 
then, that draw nigh to him; and ſoin Er, 20, 24. [yall 
laces where I record my Name, I will come unto thte, and ] will 
bleſſe thee. | | Ip 
[- | Fowurthly, We may find them 7 wr Communion with the 
| People of God, Where two or three are met together in my Name, 
there will The'( ſaies Chriſt ) in the nat of them; Therefore 
B: Feſua Chriſt direts us to go up by' the fodt-ſteps of the 
| Flock ; and they enquire wiſely, Cant, 6. 7. that fay to tle 
Church of Chriſt, Whither is thy beloved gove, that we may (ech, 
44 - him with thee ? and when the two - D;(eipte}) Went to Em- 
3 mans, communing of Chriff, He catieand”Joynet himſelf 
with them, 3 2192-007 £43 e GIN NEINOe My 
Secondly, How, or after what manner we muſt ſeek, God and 
Chriſt. | wy 
Take theſe four following Direftzomg.” 3 0! 
Firſt, Afet yowr ſelves 'with"the worth 'and | v &y of 
this preſence of God aud Chrifty-carry ahigheſteent of. them 
in your hearts 3 think withyour ſelves, tow ſafely thiey. are 
Immured , how-Encaſtled'and Provided for, who have God 
and Chriſt with them as the Prophet ſaid” to his _— 
| ES +. Gl 
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Gods Tabiritacle with "Men, 
them, than raw be againſt chem, Thi, 3 3. r6. 
6, 1-the Munivon of Rpoks, &c, -O- what 
EE COR IOIED 
and (as the” & it; Cant. 1,\7. 
caiſy* of thi ſavonr of FE Qintinents,) thy rant 
O;ntmbut'poured:forth, therefore do theVirgins love thee. Thy: 
Name-of \Mercy, Wiſdow, and Faithfuineſſe ; how doth 
this refreſ}/their hearts, :thathave the prefence of God and 
_ Chrit} Orſweerneſs and: fatisfattion; beyond: expreſſion: | 
and-then' conchide,/ Sr rantrs : tibwy's\'O' quantws po 
dentibus; If he beſo good io Qtat ſerch him, how g00d 
is hero that exjoy hum. (oo OW 2 U 217+ 1 
Secondly, Labour to affett your ſouls with the: great want 
and need that you bave of the preſence\af od and Chriſt ; 
while-men-think in! their hearts;;3tey can'tbe weltenouglr 
without Goz and'Chrift;, they will never ſtk after chem, bur 
ſay, as in Jer. 2, 31, We are Lords," we will come no noore wn- 
to thee , (1.\) We have ſtrength enough/of our own, weneed 
no mivre of thy ſupport ; andthus Pavidbrifgs in the wick- 
ed,  ptiding rhemielvesy'ar Zſal, 104 $.Dbe micked:throuph 
the pride of hi; comntenance (asin che uriginallibronpilarie pride 
his Noſe.) will not ſeekaftzy God,” (God's natin atlitus 
thoughts, 'whentheſe proud ELaodicran Spiries will notiſerk , 
the poor, hungry, deſolate ſonl, that ſees a need of God ane 
,Ftrirdfy j' Oui ; 1.to.gnwch i drirgarce wheel 
TIS poker CoatylRined y No teaifircbon rh to 
fſeck the Loyd. Ttis'a'bilineile otvbergreatefhootrnriument, 
and muſt not be attthded with told s excyyi bt asvne 
fer on by a'true love; 'andwhere they Neon gute err winep,” 
fad quier it andinms,\ Love. wilbbe teltleffein th&rpurtiiro? 
ehe thing; 'or perſon beloved,» Sec:with whathes mended 
the world, with much moreheat ſeek Gon and Chriff,' We 
muſt do as the' woman that tad loſt -her-Grea:: ; >ſhelights a 
Candle, ſweeps the Houſe, ſeeks diligertly;;; (a wematt fer 
up thel &gbs of the word, atid co work walt:the;Bodſobir of'# 
ſerious repevrance, and <1hotowghrrefirnianuen;; bnd. dy monly 
engaareo ' iDlins. Devidoviha very Wigtlarit eyes hine 
whom11is ſoullovery>iR/ati 132. 4:55: /,muboot gie;reſtid 
wine 2705, 127; (flmrnhen: ro my eyr t16sy tiled fue Fund ONt 4 
Slade for God, &Cc, : K:\ »Laftly, 
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at, oſs wtbre P__ Lo even,. tull 
Rv EF andfull aw of th o—_ ſa 
24/t all rhe dayes of my two: $0; 
days of your. 8 Line 4- Anton 5 Get 
Chriſt,,we/n all che pr, our lives, i Thy UnLarit 
find: what they ſeek, , mult ſeok till they find; As God in tho 
Creation, did not reſt tilthe had made: Mar, fo' Max ſhould 
not. reſt till he hath found Gad ; And as in the Redewption 
ow ifthet rarer ſecking, _ found all (he 
left. (h (Hauſe of {frach; ſoweſheuld never.give 0- 
ver, th we have pany Godand Chraft our own, - 
Titis ſhould be the work of our. lives, and upon this week 7 
muſt leave you, $ Ga M 
; Fopmie 1 muſt t That porkanpt you may not 
© my face, or ach cer thad} > in J7 place; yetinot 
< out of any:/peeviſh immour, or diſaffe&ion to the preſgntz 
, Authozity of rac Kingdom wy, I'call. God and Man to wines! 
© this day ) it being my own Prattiee and Counſel to yeuall, 
© To Fear GOD, and Honour the KING ; but: rather areal 
< difatisfactioninſome particularsimpoſed > to which, ( not- 
< withſtanding-all endeavours to-/thet purpoſe ) my conſci 
_ © ence cannot yet be eſpouſed, \Fhereforey I hope, in this, 
< andin all my abode with'you, I may ſay ( without oftentati- 
© on.) with, the Apoſtle inthe 2 Cor. 1. 1 2. Owr $6” is 
© thisy The teftimon y of a good Conſcience, that iv\ ſim 
© and godiy fengtrityy wrhave had our comverſatuon in, the world, , 
<.efpecrally re you-wards ; Ani as he faidin Fs 20, 26, 27. 
© SO, 1 take youto record this day, that 1 have endeavoured ts 
«be: pure: from the blood of all men ; for [ have meer 
«de llare: 19508, the wholy counſel of 'God, bath by my: Life 
4onk Deftrine.;- becauſe T knew. this very, well, that. IJ 
)' Sunder loguentio-uita, "#9 6r47io1;) "hat the Poeach 
_ i is the moſt lively vely preaching, Fa 
© I ſhall:only adde this ('my Friends ) That though 
© be ſealed up, thatT mop noe ſpeak from ares wg, jr 
| (Hall 'yot'craſe vo\ peak to God far you, vs evet Eliave 
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© Throor of Oran and thatar | on re pot 
Cin Heaven, © Anh 
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© And beranſe they ſay, The word of aDying man wake 
«the Lmpreſſions before Iam altogether C:2ily dead, I 


« ſhall g1VE you one E xhertation MOTre, . .. | 


_, Secdndly,.. Let. jr be. your. endeavour to. keep God and 2 Exb. 
4 - ke the tbode I | 


Chisft rich: you, .tharthey may, make with your 
wore houſes, = you loſe, you may net be un> 
done. : 13 | IA \ 

In the General, 'H TIE WI £5 62 | 
\ Fouts T ak heed you ds yot ſlight or, abuſe his Prov; 
FOghes [1 7 261 | Ld | of ir 


Secondly, Do not Deſpie or neglef} bis Ordinances, 

Thirdly, Be ſore you do not grieve his Spirit, 

Secondly, Obſerve more particularly theſe ten direBlions, 
which I would leave wh yous 43 

That God and Chriff. may make.their cynftant.abode wich 

Oll. 1 WATER ' ” W100, 

, Firſt, 'Exdeavour to pleaſe God ard Chriſt, and iro walk as 
the Gofþel commands, In all well-plealing. And far this pur- 
poſe, Obſerve theſe three Rules. | 
| Eirſt; Entertain God. and. Chritt.. {kg them a. Now 
they are. Come .t@ yous lay: as\ Salon did viilis, Temple, 
which he had-prepared for-his God.; The Heaven. of, Heavens 
cannot contap thee, much leſſe, this poor Tent ; 10, with che 
moſt humble frame of ſpirit,. «dmre his greatneſſe,. and raft 
mite condieſcention, for he us the King of Glory; 2s in _Þſal. 24. 
And, fogive bimTuitable enterzainment, tor he LAY with 
the bumble and: contrite fairer. 1f Elizabeth, wonder'd. at the 
vilit which Mary gave her, with.awbezce 45 ut hat the. IMo- 
ther of my Lord is come «ito me ? then admire that the Lord 
- bimfelf ſhould come, not only. re v3/j your beaxts, Duc ro 
make ſuth a graoions abode with you 5 Ang a5 the Centurion 
faid to Chri/t in the Goſpels / amruer worthy thas they fliould 
rome der my Roofs  chnnedes your unworthingfle 
of ſorich and unparalleld'a yrace; that. Ged and ( hr; ſhouki 
come in unte you, toabide wh you! ,,., ——_. 

Secondly, Hit wper God andClxilt with all, :£4&;ne ([6.of 
wird, to obſerve every intinpatgon. of the \W/ijl-of, God jto you. 
Scandalwayes ready; us Servants wait upon thu hapdof ofer r 
Maſter, faying inyour hearts, Lord, what wilt thou haus me 
to Mo t 'or,\What wilt. thin have me co:ſeffer 4 16.15 the, game 
Wi mir : 4 1} 
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and poſture which Chr;f"eoihmerids t&his Diſcipler; Loke 
2, 25, Let yoar loyns bt Irded aboat, and your lights burs- 
ing, to de his will, as it is abt 18 Hewpep: Ub. 3 
hte nirdly, 7 ake le yr, rw romp ne ani ſoece- 
ty of God aut Chrift, abvoe albthe þ ny in the wirl, "Do 
nothing, without firſt calling Go#atid'Chrift-ints theaRion, 
Remember this in Theſe four caſes eſpecially. pc. 

_ Firſt, ray God and Chrift along with yon into all your ſpir;- 
tual duties; chat yo may be ſite to perform elem alldccord- 
ing to the mind of God, None knows better what will pleaſe 
Ged, than himſelf ; don't enquire” ſ0'mach' what othtrs-fay, 
but what God appoints ; "tis not -what this or that: man ſayes, 
how we muſt ſerve God, but' what" God fayes himſelf; as 
Aguſt ine ſaid to the MManichee, in another caſe, 'Net egore, 
nec tu me, fed ambo auliansns Apiſtoluns ; \So hiearwhidt God 
and C a ſay tO us,. 4s to the a (phy of all our duties { 
If we will entertain God and Chriſt, and have their compa- 
ny, we mult ſet before them ſuch ſavoury meat as they lixe, 
leſt we be like them ( Mat 15. 9g.) of whom Chriſt layes; 
In vain dothey worſhip me8c. and our ſervicehe like theirs, 
of which the Lord ſaid, who hath required theſe things at your 
hands? O what was that great evil the people w ilty 
of, for which there comes that heavy judgement, Pſa!, 78. 
6o- He' forſook the Tabernacle of Shiloh, the Time which he 
placed among thew. Sure it was ſome great guilt, in thefor- 
mer verſes we find it' to be their Fpeer: e, end 
1dolatry, any taint of this kind, will make the jealous God 
forſake our ſolemn — pi. 97 

Secondly, Pray Ood and Chriſt into all your Crvil\ aff airs 

The Greeks ovy 046 with God in their entrance 'upon/ every 
work, was a commendable praQtiſe. It is reported of 'Pub. 
lius Scipio the Roman , that he would alway go firft to the 
Capitol, and then to the Senate; So we ſhould 'begm our 
Civil Imployments with Spiritual duties; And do as Abra- 
hays Servant, when he wasto takea wife for his Maſters 
Son, he took God along with him ; and thus 29 abide with 
Ged, is to have Gol ts abide with ur. Therefore ayes the 
Apoftle, 1 Cor, 7, 20 Let every man abide in the ſame calling, 

he tin he was called, and in the 24 verſe, Brethren let eve- 
ry 1841 wherein he is called, therein abide with God, And God 
will abide with him, Thirdly, 


Gods Tabernacle with Men. 


- Fhirdly, Pray God and Chritt to your Tables at your eating 
and drinking x For. man doth not live by bread onely; Tf thele 
be Gueſts at your Labl iz you'muſt needs tave Cheey enonrgh, 
rLEx&'s more ſweetreſſe-in a mole? with rhers, then in mll dam- 
tics Without thew ; AA then you may te fare alfo, your Ta- + 
bles ſhall not become a Snare unto 'you, Theophraſtus re- - 
ports of the Heathen, that they did firit duty, and then ofree- + 
Alruay ,, they Cid firſt Sacrifice and then Kil, lay on tueir 
meat, entertain and eat. And it is'the ApsFFles rule , ſeeing 
all things come of God throuvit thrift, Thar 'God and. 
Ckriſt ſhould not be #7bidden Gueſts; butasm 1 Cor; 10. 

3.1- Whether you eat or drink,, or whatſaever ye do, do all to the 
Glory of Ged. | LES 

Fourthly 4 Pray, God ani Chriſt alotg with you in Morning 
when you riſe, and at Eveurny when you lie down ;; Viſit him 
Morning by Morning. and Evening by Pvening ;* this is the- 
Way tO liavea Proſperong day, and a Safe nigh: ; Davyd ook 
this Coutſe , Pfal 4.8. I will bath lay me down, and take my 
reff, for thou Lord, only mak:ft me dwell in ſafety ; and tis 
gave Jacob fuch a' pleaſant Dream , Gen. 23. that having 
God with him, he was atl night within view of Heaven: + 

Secon ly, Love God and Chriſt'ab;ye all, and ther God 2 D;,. 


WS 


\ Tf wo Love avy thing better , 
a; Firſt jt will fea! wa 


. "$30 


wie Thirdly a If we would have God and Cbrift ro'make cher , D;;. 
- Su abode with us, Nel: hr in the. Sariety and3 Fellow- 

Jap, e fGod,with whans they dwtll ; Never be 
* alha tverfe with them, wharn Gd and Oh it vo 

ow eirs.” The Aptſles argament why we thould 6n- 


- 


a 


Cy Dir. 


The Rigal Priſence, "*_ 


this Reaſon » why we ſhould chtertainand'own the 8 ajnts of 


God; for thereby we are ſure to evterrain Chriſt; as in Mat. 
25+ 40, For this caule the Gibeonjtes Made a Leagive with 
Iſrael; For we have heard that Godis with you. And there is 
a promiſe in Zech. 8. 2 3. That Tex men ont of all Languages 
ſhall takg hold of the ſkirt of tw R ſaying , wewillgo with 
708, for we have heard that God 15 with you, Mal. 3.16. They 
that feared the Lord, ſpaks ofren one to another , and the Lord 
hearkned, and beard it, &c. He was with them, and indeed , 
God dwells in the T abernacles of the Righteous, 

' Fourthly , If we would have the conſtant abode of God and 
Chriſt wich us , Let us keep our ſelves clean from Sin , our 
Hearts pure, Conſciences undefiled , and as the Apoſile ayes , 
yoyd of Offence towards God, and towards Men , very careful 
not t@ Sx againſt God ; and very eve (lg not 0 Sm a- 
gainſt Mar; that this may be our Comfort, that the world 
muft needs ſay of ns,as they did of Da»;el, that they conld find 
vothing againſt bim; ſave in the Law of his Gol, as in Daniel 
6. 5. Whatever others doe, beware,ot Sy. Say as Joſhunh, 1 
and my Houſe will ſerve the Lord, Watch againlt Sin; 
C huſe any Suffering, rather then the leaſt Sin, 

Conſider in that choice two particulars, | 

Firſt , Conſider 1» all your ſufferings, God will be with you, 
but in any of your Sins, he will not abide with you ; as in the 
example of 1ſrael, Exod. 2 2. 23. When the Calf was. got into 
the Camp, God for ſakes the Hoaſt of Iſrael ; hen Sul fo: 
ſook the Lord, the $ pi 71t of the Lord forſook him. Thit 
was an excellenc Saying of Azariahb the Son of Obed, inthe 
2 Chron. 15.2, and Oh that all Exgland could hear it) Hear 


— 


Gods T abernacle with Men. 
weſſe to Thirft; Bur the Lord will not pere,but his Anger and 
4 talowſic ſhall ſme ygaſt theme, till he hath brought chem 
| down from their high Mount of a Siafwl and Carnal Confi- 
| dzxce. Therefore the Prophet reproves that wicked people, 
| Mich. 3-1 1. where the Judges, the Prieſts, and the Pro- 


phets were corrupted. Yet they fay, [s wot the Loyd 
Ms » Moe evil can come upon is , Many ygts or Zim be plowed 
as a Freld, &C. as Abver laid to Foab , This will prove an evil 
thing, 4d « bitter in the latter end ; as Galenſayes of Meats, 
# dulcia ſunt facile in bilem & amaritudivem comvertun- 
eur ; Sweet meats generate Choller and Corrupt matter z 
So Sin That 15a ſweee morſel now, will be Shame, Doath , 
a:d Hell at lait. | 
” Fifthly , With an humble acknowledgment of formeey Bar= 5 Dir, 
renne([e, nnder Gods gracious preſence with you, reſolver and en- 
deavony to be more fewitful, God never left his Vineyard , 
and pull'd up the Hedge, and commanded the Rain. not to 
fall upon it, in 1ſas. 5. till it became Barren, or did bear cor- 
»pt-frass.. The exil'd Confeſfors in Queen Maries dayes , 
confeſſed that ( as Zr/i» ſayes in the Preface to his Care- 
chifme ) the cauſe of their preſent ſuffering, was their for- 
mer Barrenneſſe and Knprefitableneſſe under tlie Goſpel; and a 
ſad example of this is Feruſalems, over whom Chy;t laments. 
O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou, &Cc.1f thou hadft knows in this 
thy days &Cc- but now they are hid from thine _ and when 
once a people 'grow up tg this heighctito rejet the &oſpe/, 
then-expett ſome fearful Fudgewent. Read the laſt Chap- 
er of Chromcler, the Second Book, and at the 16 verſe, and 
Ta you will ſee, when the wrath of God is like to break 
out. upon a People witho!!t aremedy, 
 Sixthly , Tf you would have che continual abode of God 5 Dir, 
and Chr; with you; Let God have «ll your Thoughts , let 
Him be your meditation; this is the way ts have the belt 
Company When you be alone 3; David would, meditate of 


himday and night, and profeſſed the meditarion of him, ſhould 
be ſweet to um, PRE 

- # nw two particulars. 

. Foxft, Conſider, that no Place, State, or Condition, can hine 
der the Soul of this way of ſecret Communion with God and 


Chri#t ; This priviledge confd not be denyed to a bevighted 
F 2 | Facob, 


IG The Ryzal: Preſence, or 5 

Jo W122 < Jaerb, tan Impriſoned Jeremiah, toan ExiP4 Join 51 Pax. 

BL n—_—_— _ ms; bythis (faies Jerom) Solitude fit Parad, 45, a man'thay * 
744471 ©f © tumamwilderneſtintioa Paradiſe ; and tieretore we read in. 


| EF * TM , > 
41 ww, Ya 44 Cant. 1. 12.how tie Spouſe invites by fo g0 withher, 
I  —=,,,  asJſaacdid imo the Fields to meditate, Come let's go jnts the 
AFL 1 I Fiel4s, and l3(1gt inthe Fillages. En eg IE 
by Setondly, Conſider, L1 theſe ſecret feat wiſts of the Soul, 


4 God and Cirift 4o rake abangarce of del-ght ; Our Night 


A. / thoughts, our Field thoughts, Our Cl ſet thoughts . Are VET 
A | welcom tO 7 hemt ; yea, When we can-do 19 more but Chin! : 


2. 13. He loveththe.F "g-rrezLthat patteth forth her green F THH 

(þ | Theripe fru'tisin tie oud ; {0 holy eadeavours in pire breath- 

1g and de Frey, God accepts, Wien our Lnfirmity , or tie” 
Iniquity of the Times may beſuc'),that we cando ng more, 

7 Dire, . Seveuthly, Itwe willuave God-and Chriſt to make their 

conſtant ao:e. with us, then let us walk, bumtly with” God.” 

/4 cect Cl CC He-that b2hol 4s the proud afar of, will be nigh 16 them that 


ne OR 


(Lf OO |; _ bunstle their fouls under his. mighty hand, 1a, 57-15. Thus j 
| | LEA fares the high and lefty ene.that whahits Eternity, who G Name” | 
_ * us Holy, I dwdl inthe High and Holy place, with 19 Aiſa; 


Ft that is of an humble and conriteſpirit. 
| 3 God hath two Heavens in which he dwells, * | 
Firſt, His Glory dwells in the high and holy place; in 


Heaven a>0Ve, aa yall eamand nc \. 
| Secondly, Hit-Grace dwells in, ths butbble and 'toivly 
| ſpirit, - - Here will L dwell, {aics Gods, - Fe 2; GY 


$ Dir, E:ghbly, Ifyou would have the conſtantabode 'of Grd 

and Chriſft-wit' ygu, be ſure ta look to your hearts, that you 

walk in yoor wprightneſs 3 be true to the Wir of God , be true 

|  tomorr prof ion rn; T;;ere, 15 20t in fo worl 4 ore, livety 

i? | repreſencat.on any, mare gbGed, tian the heart 'of. the #p- 

RR abr . there'nre Gol loyes lo aMmuciy, when he' hath"drawe 

{ his likenefs upon tiem;to walk with them ; therefore a: 

( vidreiolves, ,Pſl 101. 2. Twill walk in the midſt of mine 
Þofe with a perfeT heart ; O when wilt thou come' unto met 

Tis waithe comfort oftze Apoſtle, that in frmplicity, and 

»lly Tacerjry, he. had tis converſation in the Wortd'; . God 

Fi will be witirſ#ch, and ſuch ſhall be with God, P[a1. 27. 37, 
T4 Mark. the perfeit mw, behold the upright, the end Fthat man 
| | | ; &-- 


8: 


— 
he 


my 


Gods Taberracle with Men, 


5; peace ; And thus God appointed Abraham to walk, that f:e 
migi't te witithim a God in Covenant, Gen 17. Walk before 
me, be thou perfet ; and gives him this encouragement, '4 
am God' All-(ufficient : Gods All ſ»fficiency being 1uthcient 
to keep the Soul upright, beingrigutiy improved. 

Tucre be ry» things WiC: uiually Bias the Soul away 
from God, and makes 1t warp from its holy principles, 1, 
J he Frowns. 2. The Flatteries of the world, 

Aoainit oth which, ttere is a tuffticient remedy int! el} 
[afficient God. 

Firſt, That which often perverts the Soul from the truth, 
is the fear of troubles and wants; 1: 1 keep my integrity, (ſa'es 
Lic Soul) I ſhall Le #ndore,] ſhall Loſe my eſtate, Emtroyl my 


' felf in many Troubles ; periaps a Priſam, Exile, or Death 


comes next. But what force is tliere 1n this Tentation ? If 
we hear on tlie ether hand, God ſaying, it thou wilt be wp- 
right, fear no troubles, no wants, 1 am a God <<li-ſuſficient, 


ain Job 22.25,t0 tie end of tne Chapter, The Almi hry 


(hall be thy defence ( tizen tear no force) rhou ſhalt have | len- 
iy of Silver, thou ſhalt oather Gold as duſt, and the Gold of 
Ophir, as the ſtines of the Brooks, Ti,en iear no wants, 
Secondly, Tiere is another thing inthe world that hath-a 
very great influence upon t!:e ſpirit of a man,to pervert him, 
and tarn him trom his integrity ; and tnatas The hopes of pre- 
ferment, and greatneſs of the world; But this'tS ut a poor 
bait, if we look upon ti:'e All-ſufſicrercy of God : Dothtle 
world promiſe t'ee Riches ? God will out-b1d tive world, and 
glves Eternal Riches, Will the wwrld give Pleaſures ? God 
v. ill give better ; with him is filreſs of joy, and piraſures for 
evermnre. Will the World 5;ve Cold ? God will cive Dia- 
monds, Will tle world give all its: Glory ? God will give 
thee the Glory of a bertey World; ratizer than» tizat ſball bea 
ſnare unto thee, - | + YA 
N:#thly, Praranuch; pray continually ; Gad will be inthe , n;,, 
Fe ts and honſet of his Praying people,, when he inath a-Curſe 
inftore for-Praver/efo Femilieryin Teremi.10, the lt verſe. 
Ard eſpecially pray for theſe rwa things, YE VERED 
F:rit,” / hat God will abide with you, and the Kingi'om 1m 
his Goſpel, a1 Ber- FO:th Wfancel ; that you may dwell 
in Beth-el, and nth Fer} -@ver, a houſE of vanity :nd grief. 
Pray that God will not remove his Candleſi3ck, from yowy nor 
| ul Tliy 


© 


extinguiſh rr of _— 
etterly 1 i the K: . | 
Secondly, Prays and 1 ſhall pray with you, »har God wat 
give you faithful Paſtanr after bit own heart, not according 
co your hearts, that he may teach you by his DoGrine and his 
Life coo ; A faithful Teacher, to go i, and owe before you; 
to thei you the Word of the Lord ; One that may be 
you, azit was ſaid of Atharaſine, that he was Mages p: 
LAdamas. 

1." Magnes, As a Load-ftone, todraw your Souls with a 
gentle band, and melting heart, from your (ins Heeven-wayd, 
. 2. Adamas, As an Adamant, Of an invincible | 


.and zeal againit all (ſin and prophaneſs; one that, will not 


ſpare Sv, That he may ſave your Sowls. | 
Pray chat God would give you a Star, a Star Out of his 
right hand, not a Churliſh Oron, that brings a Cold, Barren, 
and Cloudy Winter, but a Benevolent and Friendly Pleiades, 
that there may be many Sons brought into Ged, and your 
Souls may find a continual Spring, and that you may be as 
Trees of Gods own planting, and way flouriſh in the Courts of 


the houſe of our God, and may bring forth more frunt in old age. 


Tenth, and Laſtly, If you would have the conſtant abode 
of God and Chriſt with you, Conform, Conform univerſally, 
and fully to the Goſpel of Chriſt, Conſent and Aſſent fufeignedly, 
to all the Truths ard Doftrines thereof, that you may walk wor. 
'thy of Ged, and all that. Grace which hath been revealed co 
you: for Chriſt bath ſaid, ; rs keep bir Ward, the F ather 
will love him, and both Fa and Son, wal core to hyms, and 
make their abode m;th hum. Wherefore I ſhallconclude this 
Exhortation with that of the Apoile, in Philipptars 15 2.7, 
Only Let your converſation be ſuch as becameth the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, that whethor 1 come and ſee you, het 94 abſent from 
yo, 1 may hear of your affairs, that yeſtavs faſt in ove ſpirit, 
With ore mivd; firrving together for the faith of the Gofpel, |, 
And) ſhit up all withthat in H#s 20. 32. 
And now Brethren, 1 commend you to God, and to the Word 
of bis Grace, which 17 ableto build you apy and to grur you an 
Inheritance among all them which are Sanitefiel, 


ESS 
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